Brunswick School Department: Grade 3,4,5

Visual and Performing Arts:

Music

Unit: Elementary Chorus

	Essential Understandings


	· To express musical ideas musicians refine their performance over time.

	Essential

Questions


	· What is a chorus/choir?

· How is performing in a chorus/choir different from singing in general music class?

	Essential Knowledge


	· A chorus is a vocal ensemble.

· Performing in a chorus is different from singing in general music class.

	Vocabulary


	· Terms:
· Chorus, vocal, accompaniment, system, part 1, part 2, part 3, harmony, posture, head voice, chest voice, breath control, phrase, conductor

	Essential 

Skills


	· Read and interpret a piece of music.

· Sing in canon.

· Demonstrate choral balance.

· Demonstrate choral blend.

· Demonstrate a variety of choral repertoire.

· Respond, appropriately, to the cues of a conductor.

· Perform a wide variety of repertoire, including folk music, traditional choral music, foreign language songs, and jazz.


	Standards:
Maine Learning

Results Standards
And Common Core
	· B.1.  Students create or perform music of various styles and genres in easy keys, meters, and rhythms with limited ranges accurately applying the knowledge and skills of:  proper posture and technique; notation; symbols; and terminology of dynamics.

· E.3. Students identify and demonstrate choices that will lead to success in the arts including time management, interpersonal interactions, skill development, and goal-setting.

· E.5.  Students identify positive interpersonal skills that impact the quality of their art and participation in the arts.

a. Getting along with others

b. Respecting differences

c. Working as a team/ensemble

d. Managing conflict

e. Accepting/giving/using constructive feedback

f. Accepting responsibility for personal behavior

g. Demonstrating ethical behavior

h. Following established rules/etiquette for observing/listening to art
i. Demonstrating safe behavior




	Sample

Lessons

And

Activities
	· Sing a variety of choral works in other languages, such as: Latin, French, Italian, and Swahili
· Rehearse as an ensemble
· Perform in a public concert

	Sample

Classroom

Assessment

Methods
	· Observation

· Public performance

	Sample
Resources
	· Other Resources:
· Choral music

· Accompaniment recordings/live accompanist

· Sound system

· Risers

· Rehearsal space

· Concert venue
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