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NAME _______________________________________  DATE  _______________  CLASS  _________

The Jazz Age

netw  rks

1918 1919 1920 19211917

Terms to Know

capitalism an economic system based on 
private property and free enterprise
anarchist someone who believes there 
should be no government
deport to expel from a country
integration whites and African Americans 
living side-by-side

GUIDING QUESTIONS

1. How did Americans respond to 
people who had new ideas about 
social change?

2. Why did social change lead to labor 
unrest and racial tension?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

How do new ideas change the 
way people live?

Lesson 1 Time of Turmoil

When did it happen?

1917 The 
Bolsheviks 
gain control 
in Russia

1919 Anarchists set 
off bombs in New 
York City, Seattle, 
and other cities; 
Steelworkers strike; 
Boston Police strike

1921 Sacco and 
Vanzetti trial

1919–1920 Officials 
arrest about 10,000 
suspected 
Communists and 
anarchists

What do you know?
In the first column, answer the questions based on what you know before you study. 
After this lesson, complete the last column.

Now... Later...

Who were the Bolsheviks?

What events happened 
during the Red Scare?

How effective were the 
strikes by steelworkers and 
Boston police officers?

What African American 
organization grew strong 
during this time?
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 Reading 
Check

1. Why did Americans 
fear Bolsheviks?

 

 

 Describing
2. What did anarchists 

believe about 
government?

 

 

 Marking 
the Text 

3. Underline the phrase 
that identifies who 
was arrested during 
the Red Scare. Why 
were they arrested?

 

 

  

 

 

Fear of Radicalism
The years after World War I were hard for the American 
people. The war and America's responsibilities in the world 
had made them tired. They wanted to go back to a simpler 
life like they had before the war. They wanted things to get 
back to normal.

Americans became suspicious of some groups of people. 
People from other countries made them nervous. People 
with different ideas about society did, too. They were 
called radicals.

Americans worried about Bolsheviks. Bolsheviks were 
Communists. They had gained control of Russia in 1917. 
Bolsheviks wanted everyone to share in owning property. 
They also wanted workers to overthrow capitalism. 
Capitalism is an economic system based on private 
property and free enterprise. Many Americans feared that 
the Bolshevik movement threatened society.

Americans were also concerned about anarchists. 
Anarchists believed there should be no government. In 
1919, they set off bombs in New York City, Seattle, and 
other cities. These bombings frightened many Americans.

Bolsheviks Anarchists
Communists who wanted 
to end capitalism

People who believed 
there should be no 
government

Americans’ fear of these ideas led to the Red Scare. 
Communists were also called “Reds.” During the Red Scare, 
the government took action against Communists and 
others with radical views. The U.S. Attorney General, 
Mitchell Palmer, and his deputy, J. Edgar Hoover, ordered 
the arrest of about 10,000 people. The government 
thought they were anarchists and Communists. It also 
raided the headquarters of groups they thought were 
suspicious. But the government did not find large supplies 
of weapons like they expected.

Most people who were arrested were released. There 
was no evidence against them. A few hundred of the 
foreigners who were arrested were deported. This means 
they were forced to leave the United States.

Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were Italian 
immigrants. They admitted they were anarchists. They 
were accused of killing two men in a robbery. In 1921, they 

Lesson 1 Time of Turmoil, Continued
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 Critical 
Thinking 

4. What events of the 
1920s are examples 
of prejudice against 
immigrants?

 

 

 Finding the 
Main Idea 

5. What was the main 
reason for labor 
strikes?

 

 

 Examining 
Details

6. Which two cities are 
mentioned as 
examples of labor 
conflict? Which of 
the conflicts was the 
most violent?

 

 

 

 

 

were convicted of the crime. Many Americans wanted 
Sacco and Vanzetti put to death. Some people thought 
they did not get a fair trial because of their beliefs. Both 
men said they were innocent. In 1927, a special committee 
said that the verdict was correct. They were executed soon 
afterwards. Their trial showed that Americans were afraid 
of foreigners and people with different ideas about society.

Labor and Racial Strife
After World War I, prices rose quickly. Workers’ wages 
didn’t keep up with these price increases. Some workers 
went on strike for higher wages. Many Americans thought 
that Bolsheviks and other radicals were causing the 
trouble. Many white Americans were angry with African 
Americans, too. They thought African Americans in the 
North were competing with them for factory jobs.

The Russian Revolution had put Communists in control of 
Russia. Strikes in America made people afraid that 
Communists were trying to start a revolution in the United 
States, too. The Attorney General, Mitchell Palmer, thought 
the strikes were a threat to American values. He thought 
they threatened the American values of religion, private 
property, and democracy. He said the idea of revolution 
was "eating its way into the homes of the American 
workingman."

In September 1919, about 350,000 steelworkers went on 
strike. They wanted higher wages and an eight-hour 
workday. The steel companies accused them of being 
"Reds." The strike turned violent, and 18 strikers died in 
Gary, Indiana. In the end, the strikers did not get what 
they wanted.

Other strikes failed, also. For example, in 1919, Boston 
police officers went on strike. They wanted to form a 
union. Many people did not think that public employees like 
police and firefighters should be able to go on strike. The 
governor called out the National Guard to keep order. 
When the strike ended, all the police officers were fired.

Many Americans believed that radicals were behind the 
unions and strikes. Businesses and the government also 
put pressure on people to not join unions. As a result, the 
number of Americans who were members of a union 
dropped sharply in the 1920s.

One exception was a union started by A. Philip Randolph. 
He organized a new union of African American railroad 

Lesson 1 Time of Turmoil, Continued

353-356_DOPA_NL_RESG_MS_C25_L1_659695.indd   355353-356_DOPA_NL_RESG_MS_C25_L1_659695.indd   355 5/17/11   3:42 PM5/17/11   3:42 PM



PDF PROOF
Program: DOPA_NA Component: RESG
Vendor: Six Red Marbles Grade: Middle School NA

C
opyright by T

he M
cG

raw
-H

ill C
om

panies.

356   

NAME _______________________________________  DATE  _______________  CLASS  _________

The Jazz Age

netw  rks

 Explaining
7. What were Marcus 

Garvey’s views on 

integration? 

 

 

 
8. Use a three-tab 

Foldable and place it 

along the dotted line 

to cover Check for 

Understanding. 

Write the title Fears 
After WWI on the 

anchor tab. Label 

the three tabs 

Radicalism, Labor 
Conflict and Racial 
Conflict. Use both 

sides of the tabs to 

list facts that you 

remember about 

each. Use your 

notes to help 

answer Check for 

Understanding.

 
workers. The union grew even more in the 1930s when the 

government began to encourage unions.

Tensions also increased between whites and African 

Americans. In the South, more than 70 African Americans 

were lynched in 1919. In the North, hundreds of thousands 

of African Americans had moved to northern cities during 

the Great Migration. This took place during World War I 

and after. Many white people were frightened by the 

change in their cities.

These tensions sometimes caused riots. For example, in 

Chicago a group of whites threw stones at an African 

American boy swimming in Lake Michigan. The boy 

drowned. African American and white gangs fought for two 

weeks. Fifteen whites and 23 African Americans died. More 

than 500 people were injured.

Marcus Garvey was an African American leader in New 

York's Harlem area. Many African Americans in New York 

and other cities liked his ideas. Garvey formed the 

Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA). UNIA 

promoted African American pride. It helped African 

Americans get stronger economically.

Garvey did not believe in integration. Integration is 

whites and African Americans living side-by-side. Garvey 

wanted African Americans to move back to Africa. He said 

they could establish their own country there.

Lesson 1 Time of Turmoil, Continued

 Check for Understanding
List three groups of people that came under 

attack in the United States during the 1920s.

1. 

2. 

3. 

 

What effect did the economy have on labor and 
racial tensions after World War I?

 

 

 

G
lu

e
 F

o
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netw  rks

1922 1924 1926 19281920

Terms to Know
lease to rent
laissez-faire a belief that government 
should have as little involvement in private 
life as possibleGUIDING QUESTIONS

1. How did Harding and Coolidge try to 
return America to quieter ways?

2. How did the United States try to 
avoid involvement in international 
disputes?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How do new ideas change the 
way people live?

Lesson 2 Desire for Normalcy

When did it happen? 

1920 Warren 
G. Harding 
elected 
president

1922 Teapot 
Dome Scandal; 
Five-Power 
treaty signed

1928 
Kellogg-Briand 
Pact signed 

1923 President 
Harding dies. 
Vice president 
Coolidge sworn 
in as President

1924 President 
Coolidge wins 
election against 
Democrats and 
third party 

What do you know?
In the first column, answer the questions based on what you know before you study. 
After this lesson, complete the last column.

Now... Later...
Why did Americans want to 
return to "normalcy?"

Who were "the Ohio Gang?"

How did Harding and 
Coolidge treat businesses?

What did Harding and 
Coolidge think about the 
League of Nations?

You Are Here in History
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 Reading 
Check

1. Why did Harding 
tell Americans he 
would focus on 
“normalcy”?

 

 

 Comparing 
and 
Contrasting

2. How would you 
describe some of 
the people in 
Harding’s 
government?

 

3. How would you 
describe Coolidge’s 
government?

 

 Defining
4. Underline the 

sentence that 
explains the 
meaning of 
laissez-faire. 

  

 

 

Harding and Coolidge
Warren G. Harding and Calvin Coolidge were the 
Republican candidates for president and vice president in 
1920. Harding promised a return to "normalcy." It was not 
clear exactly what Harding meant, but the idea sounded 
good to Americans. They wanted to return to a time when 
things were simpler. They didn't want to worry about war 
and other problems. To many people, normalcy meant a 
return to life the way it used to be. 

In 1920, Harding and Coolidge won the election easily. 
This was the first time women were allowed to vote. They 
defeated the Democratic candidates James Cox and 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

Harding named several talented people to his cabinet. 
These included a former Supreme Court justice, a 
Pittsburgh banker, and future president Herbert Hoover.

Harding also gave jobs to political supporters. They were 
called "the Ohio Gang" because Harding was from Ohio. 
Some of them were not qualified. Some were dishonest. 
One was his secretary of the interior, Albert Fall. In 1922, 
Fall leased, or rented, government oil reserves to two oil 
companies. In return, they paid him more than $400,000. 
Fall was convicted of taking a bribe. He was the first 
cabinet member ever to go to prison. The scandal was 
called "Teapot Dome" because that was the name of the 
location of one of the oil reserves. It became a symbol of 
dishonesty in Harding's government.

Harding was not personally involved in any of the 
scandals. But he was very troubled by the problems. In 
1923, he took a trip west to get away from the problems. 
On the trip he had a heart attack and died.

Calvin Coolidge learned about Harding's death while on 
vacation in Vermont. His father gave him the oath of office 
to become president because his father was a justice of 
the peace.

Coolidge was the opposite of Harding in many ways. 
Harding loved to talk and meet people. Coolidge was called 
”Silent Cal.” He had a reputation for being honest. He 
appointed honest people to government positions. He 
supported investigations into Teapot Dome. He quickly 
replaced dishonest members of the Ohio Gang.

Harding and Coolidge thought that government should 
be involved as little as possible in business and private 
lives. This is known as laissez-faire. He said that if the 

Lesson 2 Desire for Normalcy, Continued
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 Critical 
Thinking

5. Why was Coolidge 

called “a friend to 

businesses”?

 

 

 Listing
6. Which countries 

signed the Five-

Power treaty?

 

 

 

 Reading 
Check

7. Why wasn’t the 

Kellogg-Briand Pact 

successful?

 

 

 Explaining
8. Why had troops 

been in the 

Dominican Republic 

and Nicaragua? 

 

 

 

 

 

federal government disappeared, most people would not 

realize it for "a considerable length of time."

Coolidge helped businesses. While he was president, 

Congress passed several laws to support business. The 

government cut spending, cut tax rates for corporations 

and wealthy Americans, and raised tariffs. They also 

overturned laws that regulated child labor and women's 

wages. All of these changes helped businesses earn larger 

profits.

Coolidge was very popular. The Republicans nominated 

him to run for president in 1924. He easily won the 1924 

presidential election. He got 54% of the popular vote. He 

defeated both a Democrat and a third party candidate. 

1924 was also the first year that women were elected to be 

state governors. Nellie Tayloe Ross won in Wyoming and 

Miriam Ferguson won in Texas.

Foreign Policy
Harding and Coolidge believed that the United States 

should have a limited role in world affairs. This policy is 

called isolationism. Many Americans supported this policy. 

They did not want the United States to join the League of 

Nations or foreign alliances. Harding had promised he 

would not lead the nation into joining the League.

But both presidents also worked for world peace. In the 

years after World War I, the United States, Britain, and 

Japan had raced to build the strongest navy. In 1921 

Harding sent Secretary of State Charles Evan Hughes to 

meet with officials from Japan and Britain. They discussed 

ways to prevent a buildup to war. In 1922, France and Italy 

joined the three nations in signing the Five-Power Treaty. 

They all agreed to limit the size of their naval forces. It was 

the first time in modern history that strong nations had 

agreed to disarm.

In 1928, the United States and 14 other nations signed 

the Kellogg-Briand Pact. This agreement outlawed war. In a 

few years, 48 other nations had signed it. But the 

agreement did not provide any way to force countries to 

follow the agreement.

American troops had been in Latin America since the 

early 1900s to protect American business interests. 

Relations with Mexico were tense. In the 1920s, the United 

States tried a more peaceful approach. Troops were 

withdrawn from the Dominican Republic and Nicaragua 

after those countries held elections.

Lesson 2 Desire for Normalcy, Continued
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8. Use a three-tab 

Venn diagram 
Foldable and place it 
along the dotted line 
to cover Check for 
Understanding. 
Write the title 
Compare and 
Contrast on the 
anchor tab. Label 
the left tab Harding, 
the middle tab Both, 
and the right tab 
Coolidge. List facts 
you remember 
about each 
president and what 
they had in 
common. Use your 
Foldable to help 
answer Check for 
Understanding.

The Mexican government threatened to take over 
companies owned by foreigners. Businesses wanted 
President Coolidge to send troops to protect them. Instead, 
he negotiated with Mexico. He reached an agreement 
peacefully. He did not send in troops.  

Harding/
Coolidge

Limited U.S. 
involvement in 
foreign affairs

Negotiated 
peacefully

Signed a treaty 
to reduce the 
size of navies

Signed a pact to 
outlaw war

Lesson 2 Desire for Normalcy, Continued

Check for Understanding
Why were people searching for a return to 

normalcy? 

 

 

 

How would you describe foreign policy under 
Harding and Coolidge?

 

 

Glue Foldable here
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Terms to Know
recession an economic downturn
gross national product the total value of 
all goods and services produced by a nation
productivity worker output, per given 
amount of time and resources
installment buying purchasing products 
by making small payments over a period of 
time

GUIDING QUESTIONS
!"# $%&#'('#)*)+,-(+(,.#(/0-%1)#,2)#*(1)3#

%4#0)%0*)#(5#,2)#!67839

7"# $%&#'('#,2)#:;,%/%<(*)#+2:5=)#
>/)-(+:#';-(5=#,2)#!67839

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
$%&#'%)3#,)+25%*%=.#+2:5=)#,2)#
&:.#0)%0*)#*(1)9

Lesson 3 A Booming Economy

When did it happen?

1919 Boston 
police officers 
strike 

1918–1919 
Flu pandemic 
kills millions 
worldwide

1921 Albert 
Einstein wins 
Nobel Prize 
for Physics

1922 Teapot 
Dome Scandal

1924 First Winter 
Olympics staged 
in Chamonix, 
France

1928 
Kellogg-Briand 
Pact aims to 
outlaw war

1920 1922 19261924 19281918

What do you know?
In the first column, answer the questions based on what you know before you study. 
After this lesson, complete the last column.

Now... Later...
What happened to the U.S. 
economy after World War I?

How did companies treat 
their workers during this 
period?

What percentage of 
American homes had 
electricity by the 1920s?
How did the growth in the 
auto industry affect the rest 
of the economy?
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