Lesson 4: CA, Caribbean 

Map Quiz

Students will…

• Identify the landforms, climates and resources that characterize Central America and the Caribbean with a focus on the natural hazards this area faces. 

• Understand the interaction between the natural environments and the inhabitants of this region (How does where people live influence how they live?)

• Explore Central America’s present problems.

20: Review map, quiz on Central America and the Caribbean 

Agenda: Pass back work, study, collect maps, map quiz. Natural hazards, coffee in Guatemala.

10: What are some of the natural hazards affecting the Caribbean and Central America we read about last night?  P. 242 A lot of these natural hazards are very devastating to these countries.  We’re going to start by looking at Google Earth, live earthquake feed. Look at the tectonic plates (what are tectonic plates?), where they have collided, that’s where we get mountains.  On Google Earth you can see the plates.  Some are moving towards each other, some away from each other, some past each other (like in CA).  When there is sudden movement in the plates due to strain, it sends waves move out from that point of movement, that’s an earthquake.  Some earthquakes are small, others are catastrophic, like the one in Haiti 2 years ago.  

25: This week in Haiti video clip 10:49.  As you watch, think about the reasons this earthquake was so devastating in Haiti.  (Is this a densely populated area?) Would the same earthquake would have been as catastrophic in the United States?  Haiti is the poorest country in the western hemisphere, 3 out of 4 people there live in poverty (High infant mortality rates, low literacy rates- What do those things mean again?) political turmoil, foreign intervention, a series of coups (a sudden, violent, and illegal seizure of power from a government) high population density, it’s an island!

25: Central America: Current Issues

Is it important to know where our coffee comes from?  Why or why not?  What is fair trade? Have you seen it on things in the grocery store? Why is it important to buy fair trade items?

In section 11.2 we read about Central America, it’s history and culture.  What are some of the important exports from this region?  Export of coffee, bananas, sugar, cotton and cacao ( T/F #8, 11.2 Wksht).  The export of coffee is very important to the country of Guatemala and a lot of the coffee they grow there is sold here in the United States.  We’re going to watch a film to learn a bit about where coffee comes from.  After the movie, get into groups, discuss your answers to the questions.  Then, talk about the above questions.
If there’s time, play your coffee dollar. 
HW: 11.3, South America Map

Lesson 5: Finish CA, Caribbean, Begin South America

Students will

Examine the history and culture of the Caribbean by identifying the cultural influences present in the region.  

30: How is language and music reflective of the diversity present in the Caribbean?  Listen on 

NG Standard 16: 

Comparing history and culture in Central America and the Caribbean 

Who should be allowed to control the rain forests of Honduras and why?

• American Furniture Manufacturers who want to export hardwoods from Honduras

· Why do you want control over the rainforest?

· How might your industry be important for the country of Honduras?
• Tourist industry representatives who want to develop ecotourism in Honduras

· Why do you want/ why should you have control over the rainforest?

· How might your industry be important for the country of Honduras?

• Villagers who live in the rainforest

· Why do you want/ why should you have control over the rainforest?

· How might the tourist and furniture manufacturers affect your way of life?
Write one paragraph answering these questions and be prepared to explain why you should have control over the rainforest.  

http://www1.american.edu/TED/honduras.htm
30: Discussion: Who should be allowed to control the rain forest of Honduras and why?  Compile arguments on the board, and ask students to voice who step out of their roles and say who they really believe should control the Honduran rainforest and why.

Last night you read about the Caribbean, please take out worksheet 11.3.  One if the most interesting things about the Caribbean is the wide variety of cultural influences in this region.  What are some of these influences? (Chart on p. 251)  Colonizers from… 

These different influences are shown in many ways: religion, music, food, language.  We will be reading about a language called Papaimentu, a creole (define) spoken on the island nation of Curacao.  

Define key terms before reading!

NYT: A Language Thrives in Its Caribbean Home
Listen: How is Papiamentu reflective of the cultural influences present in Curaçao?  How is the language an important part of life in Curacao? 

The Issue

