“The Great Father”

This is an engraving from the 1830s depicting Andrew Jackson as the so-called “Great Father.”  Jackson forcefully pursued the policy of removal that forced eastern Indian nations to move west of the Mississippi in the 1830s.  Opponents of removal mocked Jackson's professed compassion for Native Americans by depicting him as a paternal figure comforting Indian "children."

Analyzing Political Cartoon – Questions

1.
How does this political cartoon depict President Jackson?

2.
How are Native Americans depicted in this cartoon?

3.
Do you agree with the cartoonist’s viewpoint? (Was Jackson a good "father" to the Native Americans?) 
Why or why not?
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