
What It Is: 
!

You and the members of your group 
will be responsible for presenting the 

information on one slide of the 
following Keynote presentation.

Explorers 
Presentations Activity

Directions: 
!

Work within your group to summarize the main points of 
your slide.	


!
Then decide what the other students will need to write on 

your slide.	

!

Each member of your group must have a speaking part.

Europe Explores the Americas

What pushed Europeans to explore?

The Crusades brought Europeans into contact with Arab civilizations in the Middle East	
!
the Europeans began buying luxury goods Arab traders obtained from East Asia:	


spices, sugar, tapestries, silk, and other items	
!
the trade route from the East was a long, difficult, land-based path through Asia	
!
Europeans wanted to find another way to acquire trade goods from the East



Christopher Columbus

Portugal, Spain, England, and France began financing 
exploration, hoping to find a new route to Asia 	
!

Christopher Columbus believed he could find a trade 
route to Asia by sailing west	
!

in 1492 Spain’s King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella 
agreed to finance Columbus’s voyage	
!

Columbus and his three ships - the Niña, the Pinta, and 
the Santa María - left Spain in August 1492 	
!

they reached the Bahamas in October and traveled on to 
the islands of Cuba and Hispaniola	
!

in March 1493, Columbus returned to Spain with gold, 
parrots, spices, and Native Americans	
!

Columbus sailed back across the Atlantic three more 
times, mapping part of the coastline of	

South America and Central America

Label the following locations on the map above:	

North America	

South America	


Europe	

Africa





Cortez and the Aztecs

Cortés and his men attacked,	

killing 6,000 Aztecs	


[the local people were very scared - 	

they’d never seen caucasians or horses before!]	
!

the Aztecs and their emperor, Montezuma, 
believed Cortés was a god	
!

afraid, they allowed them to enter their 
capital, Tenochtitlán, which had more than 

200,000 residents	
!
Cortés had statues of Aztec gods replaced 
with Christian crosses and images of the 

Virgin Mary	
!
at least 450 Spaniards and more than 4,000 
Aztecs died by the time the fighting ended	
!
thousands more died later from smallpox

In 1519 a Spaniard named Hernán Cortés sailed from Cuba to explore the Yucatán Peninsula

in 1521 Cortés returned with reinforcements and destroyed the city of Tenochtitlán	
!
on its ruins, the Spanish built Mexico City, which became the capital of the colony of New Spain	
!

Cortés then sent several expeditions to take over the rest of Central America	
!
he men who led these expeditions became known as conquistadors, or “conquerors”



French Explorations of 
North America

in 1524 France sent Giovanni da Verrazano  
to find the Northwest Passage -	


the hoped-for northern route through North 
America to the Pacific Ocean	


(he didn’t find it)	
!
in 1534 French explorer Jacques Cartier 

explored and mapped the St. Lawrence River	
!
in 1608 Samuel de Champlain founded 

Quebec	

(became the capital of the colony of New France)	
!

most of the French settlers were fur traders 
who lived among the Native Americans	
!

in 1673 Louis Jolliet and Jacques Marquette 
found a waterway the Algonquian people 

called the “big river” - the Mississippi	
!
in 1682 René de La Salle followed the 

Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico	

and claimed the region for France,	


naming it Louisiana for King Louis XIV

Dutch Explorations of North America
in 1609 Henry Hudson also tried to locate the Northwest Passage	
!

instead, he found a wide river (now the Hudson River)	
!
the Dutch claimed the region and named it New Netherland	


they established a settlement named New Amsterdam on Manhattan Island

like New France, the economy of New Netherland was focused on the fur trade	

as late as 1646, New Netherland still only had about 1,500 people


