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“How much is this worth?”
How much each type of work counts depends on the level of academic difficulty and effort required.  The score you earn is weighted according to category and the end result is the grade you earn for the quarter.  Homework is worth 30%, quizzes are worth 30%, tests and/or projects are worth 30%, and class participation is worth 10%.  The categories for homework, quizzes, and tests all count the same, but because there are more homework assignments, each individual test or quiz counts more than an individual homework assignment.  For example, if Sally earned an A average on her homework assignments, a B average on her quizzes, a C average on her tests, and a B for class participation, her quarter grade would be as follows:



Type of


Assignment
Grade

Points

Work


Score

Weight

Earned

Classwork/Homework
95

30%

28.5

Quizzes/Essays

84

30%

25.2

Tests/Projects

74

30%

22.2



Class Participation
84

10%

  8.4






Total

84.3

Quarter Grade
84 B
“Do I have to talk in class?”







Class participation is extremely important, not only because it’s 10% of your overall grade, but also because it helps you to better understand the course material.  Hopefully it will be fun!  The grade you earn for class participation is based on the following:

A
Exceeds the standards

This student always takes a voluntary, thoughtful, and active role in their own learning, challenging themselves on a daily basis.  Through participation and inquiry, they consistently demonstrate a genuine desire to learn and share ideas drawn from their own experiences in other classes and elsewhere, in addition to this class with the teacher and their classmates.  They initiate discussions, ask significant questions, and act as leaders within the group. They are willing to take risks, to assert an opinion and support it, and to listen actively to others.  This student is always well prepared to contribute to the class as a result of having thoughtfully completed assignments, and the thoroughness of their work demonstrates the high regard they hold for learning. 

B
Meets the standards

This student consistently takes an active role in their own learning.  They participate regularly in class discussions and frequently volunteer their ideas, ask thoughtful questions, and defend opinions.  They listen respectfully to their classmates and are willing to share ideas as a result of having completed assignments.  Though never causing disruption to the class, this student does not always demonstrate a consistent commitment to make the most out of our class time each and every day. 

C
Partially meets the standards

This student sometimes takes an active role in their own learning, sharing relevant ideas and asking appropriate questions.  Although reluctant to take risks, they contribute sometimes to class discussions.  This student listens to their classmates and respects their opinions.  Most of the time, as a result of having completed assignments, this student is prepared to answer questions when called upon.  They may need occasional reminders to stay on task, make the most of our class time, and to increase their level of commitment to the course. 

D
Does not meet the standards 

This student rarely takes an active role in their own learning.  They often do not participate and rarely share ideas or ask questions.  This student displays poor listening skills, and they may be intolerant of the opinions of others.  As a result of being unprepared for or disengaged from class, this student often refuses to offer ideas even when called upon. This student is rarely an asset to the overall progress of the class.

F
0 Points

Does not qualify 

This student is frequently absent from class and therefore cannot meet the class participation minimum standards.  

 “How much homework will I have?”

Expect to have homework every class.  It is sometimes checked, sometimes not.  It is sometimes collected, sometimes not.  It is sometimes used to take an in-class quiz, sometimes not.  Just do it!

 “Can I turn work in late?”

Assigned work has a specific due date.  No late homework is accepted.

“What if I am absent?”

If you are absent, you must hand in the work that was due, pick up any assigned work, and make arrangements to make up any missed assessments the day you come back to school – not during the next class.  I am in my room for at least 30 minutes before and after school.  If for some reason you are unable to connect with me, please contact me via email or phone to catch up on what you missed.

PAGE  

