PrepUS History

Unit 2 – The American Revolution

Declaration of Independence Questions

What ideas about government does Thomas Jefferson express in the Declaration of Independence?

In the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson said that government should protect people’s rights. Why do you think the protection of rights was so important to Jefferson’s ideas about government?

Jefferson said certain rights were “unalienable.” What does this mean?

Jefferson wrote, “All men are created equal.” What did he mean?

What contradictions do you see between the ideas in the Declaration of Independence and slavery, which existed in America at the time?

How do you think people made sense of these contradictions?

What contradictions exist in what people today say they believe in and what they do?

