CHAPTER 1: New World Beginnings, 33,000 B.C.–A.D. 1769

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The first discoverers of America, the ancestors of the American Indians, were small bands of hunters who crossed a temporary land bridge from Siberia and spread across both North and South America. They evolved a great variety of cultures, which ranged from the sophisticated urban civilizations in Mexico and Central and South America to the largely seminomadic societies of North America.

Theme: Europe’s growing demand for Eastern luxuries prompted exploration in the hopes of reducing the expense of those goods with new trade routes. Exploration occurred incrementally, beginning with the Portuguese moving around the coast of Africa and establishing trading posts. Awareness of the New World and its wealth pushed exploration across the Atlantic. Spanish exploration continued in the same fashion, first in the Caribbean islands then expanding into South and North America.

Theme: Portuguese and Spanish explorers encountered and then conquered much of the Americas and their Indian inhabitants. This “collision of worlds” deeply affected all the Atlantic societies—Europe, the Americas, and Africa—as the effects of disease, conquest, slavery, and intermarriage began to create a truly “new world” in Latin America, including the borderlands of Florida, New Mexico, and California, all of which later became part of the United States.

SUMMARY

Millions of years ago, the two American continents separated from the Eastern Hemisphere land masses where our human ancestors later evolved. The first people to enter the Americas came across a temporary land bridge from Siberia about 35,000 years ago. Spreading across the two continents, they developed thousands of societies based mostly on agriculture and hunting. In North America, some ancient Indian peoples like the Pueblos, the Anasazi, and the Mississippian culture developed complex settlements. But generally, there were fewer North American Indian societies, with fewer cities than those in Central and South America, though their culture and social organization was equally diverse.

Old World exploration began because Europeans wanted new trade routes to the East, the Renaissance had changed the closed mindset of the Middle Ages, and powerful new monarchs wanted colonies. Beginning with the Portuguese and Spanish explorers, European encounters with America and Africa changed the entire world. These transformations included biological change, disease, population loss, conquest, African slavery, cultural change, and economic expansion.

After they conquered—and intermarried with— South American and Mexican Indians, Spanish conquistadores expanded into the northern border territories of Florida, New Mexico, and California. Their small but permanent settlements competed with the French and English explorers who also were settling North America.
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CHAPTER 2: The Planting of English America, 1500–1733

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The English hoped to follow Spain’s example of finding great wealth in the New World, and that influenced the financing and founding of the early southern colonies. The focus on making the southern colonies profitable shaped colonial decisions, including choice of crops and the use of indentured and slave labor. This same focus also helped create economic and cultural ties between the early southern colonies and English settlements in the West Indies.

Theme: The early southern colonies’ encounters with Indians and African slaves established the patterns of race relations that would shape the North American experience—in particular, warfare and reservations for the Indians and lifelong slave codes for African Americans.

Theme: After a late start, a proud, nationalistic England joined the colonial race and successfully established five colonies along the southeastern seacoast of North America. Although varying somewhat in origins and character, all these colonies exhibited plantation agriculture, indentured and slave labor, a tendency toward strong economic and social hierarchies, and a pattern of widely scattered, institutionally weak settlements.

SUMMARY

The defeat of the Spanish Armada and rising Elizabethan nationalism brought England into the race to colonize America. The first permanent English colony at Jamestown, Virginia faced harsh conditions and hostile Indians, but cultivating tobacco brought wealth and greater population. It also guaranteed colonists the same rights as Englishmen and led to an early form of representative self-government.

English settlers’ interactions with the Powhatans in Virginia began many of patterns of later Indian-white relations in North America. Indian societies changed substantially because of warfare, disease, trade, and the mingling and migration of Atlantic coast Indians to inland areas.

Colonies were also established in Maryland and the Carolinas. South Carolina thrived on close ties with British sugar colonies in the West Indies. It also borrowed from the West Indies slave codes and large plantation agriculture. North Carolina had fewer slaves and more white colonists who owned small farms, while Georgia served as a buffer against the Spanish and a haven for debtors.

Despite some differences, all the southern colonies depended on staple plantation agriculture, indentured servitude and African slavery. They developed relatively weak religious and social institutions and hierarchical economic and social orders because of their widely scattered rural settlements.
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CHAPTER 3: Settling the Northern Colonies, 1619–1700

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: Religious and political turmoil in England shaped settlement in New England and the middle colonies. Religious persecution in England pushed the Separatists into Plymouth and Quakers into Pennsylvania. England’s Glorious Revolution also prompted changes in the colonies.

Theme: The Protestant Reformation, in its English Calvinist (Reformed) version, provided the major impetus and leadership for the settlement of New England. The New England colonies developed a fairly homogeneous social order based on religion and semicommunal family and town settlements.

Theme: Principles of American government developed in New England with the beginnings of written constitutions (Mayflower Compact and Massachusetts’s royal charter) and with glimpses of self-rule seen in town hall meetings, the New England Confederation, and colonial opposition to the Dominion of New England.

Theme: The middle colonies of New Netherland (New York), Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware developed with far greater political, ethnic, religious, and social diversity, and they represented a more cosmopolitan middle ground between the tightly knit New England towns and the scattered, hierarchical plantation in the South.

SUMMARY

The New England colonies were founded by English Puritans. Most Puritans sought to purify the Church of England from within instead of breaking away from it, but a small group of Separatists (Pilgrims) founded the Plymouth Colony in New England (William Bradford = Governor). Led by John Winthrop, a larger group of non-separating Puritans founded the Massachusetts Bay Colony as part of the great migration of Puritans fleeing English persecution in the 1630s.

A strong sense of common purpose among the first settlers shaped the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Because religion and politics were closely aligned, those like Anne Hutchinson and Roger Williams who challenged religious orthodoxy were driven out of Massachusetts for sedition. Williams founded Rhode Island, by far the most religiously and politically tolerant of the colonies. Massachusetts Bay inspired other New England settlements in Connecticut, Maine, and New Hampshire. Although they shared a common way of life, the New England colonies developed considerable independence.

The middle colonies developed differently. New York was founded as New Netherland by the Dutch and later conquered by England. It was diverse economically and ethnically, but socially hierarchical and politically divisive. William Penn founded Pennsylvania as a Quaker haven. It attracted an economically ambitious, politically troublesome and ethnically diverse population.

The middle colonies were the most typically American of England’s thirteen Atlantic seaboard colonies because of their economic variety, ethnic diversity, and political factionalism.
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CHAPTER 4: American Life in the Seventeenth Century, 1607–1692

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: In the Chesapeake region, seventeenth-century colonial society was characterized by disease-shortened lives, weak family life, and a social hierarchy that included hardworking planters at the top and restless poor whites and enslaved Africans at the bottom. Despite the substantial disruption of their traditional culture and the mingling of African peoples, slaves in the Chesapeake developed a culture that mixed African and new-world elements, and developed one of the few slave societies that grew through natural reproduction.

Theme: By contrast, early New England life was characterized by healthy, extended life spans, strong family life, closely-knit towns and churches, and a demanding economic and moral environment.

SUMMARY

Life was hard in the seventeenth-century southern colonies. Disease shortened life spans in the Chesapeake, even for the young single men who made up the majority of settlers. Families were few and fragile. Men greatly outnumbered women, who seldom remained single for long.

The tobacco economy relied initially on white indentured servants, who hoped to become landowners and perhaps even wealthy. But this hope was increasingly frustrated by the late seventeenth century, resulting in Bacon’s Rebellion.

Slavery began to replace an increasingly troublesome white labor supply. Once a rarity, slaves were imported from West Africa by the tens of thousands in the 1680s, transforming the colonial economy. Slaves in the Deep South died rapidly of disease and overwork, but those in the Chesapeake tobacco region survived longer. Natural reproduction increased their numbers, and they developed a distinctive lifestyle that combined African elements with features developed in America.

By contrast with the South, New England’s clean water and cool air contributed to a healthy way of life, which added ten years to the average life span. New England life centered on strong families and tightly knit towns and churches, which were relatively democratic by seventeenth-century standards. Late seventeenth century, social and religious tensions, however, resulted in conflict like the Salem witch hysteria.

Rocky soil turned many New Englanders to fishing and merchant shipping. Difficult lives and stern religion made New Englanders tough, idealistic, purposeful, and resourceful—values they later spread across much of American society.

Seventeenth-century American society was simple and agrarian, and would-be aristocrats who tried to recreate the social hierarchies of Europe were generally frustrated.
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CHAPTER 5: Colonial Society on the Eve of Revolution, 1700–1775

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: Compared with its seventeenth-century counterpart, eighteenth-century colonial society became more complex and hierarchical, more ethnically and religiously diverse, and more economically and politically developed.

Theme: Colonial culture, while still limited, took on distinct American qualities in such areas as evangelical religion, education, press freedom, and self-government.

Theme: England’s Atlantic sea-board colonies, with their population growth and substantial agricultural exports, grew and developed in importance to the English Empire. Thus, the relationship between England and these colonies was shifting economically, politically, and culturally. Colonists sold their agricultural abundance not only to England, but also to France and the West Indies. Royal authority was checked by colonial legislatures that sometimes refused to pay governors’ salaries and the famous Zenger case. Schools and colleges emerged, and the cultural reliance on England began to fade.

SUMMARY

By 1775 the thirteen American colonies east of the Appalachians were inhabited by two million whites and half a million blacks. The white population was increasingly a melting pot of diverse ethnic groups including Germans and the Scots-Irish.

America provided more equality and opportunity (for whites) than Europe, but there was a rising economic hierarchy and increasing social complexity. Ninety percent of Americans practiced agriculture. Wealthy planters and merchants dominated the social pyramid, in contrast with slaves and jayle birds from England, who formed a visible lower class.

By the early eighteenth century, the New England Congregational church was losing religious fervor. Sparked by fiery preachers like Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield, the Great Awakening spread a new, emotional style of worship that revived religious zeal. Colonial education and culture were less distinguished than science and journalism. Politics was universally important, as representative colonial assemblies battled politically appointed English governors.
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CHAPTER 6: The Duel for North America, 1608–1763

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: As part of their worldwide rivalry, Great Britain and France engaged in a great struggle for colonial control of North America, culminating in the British victory in the Seven Years’ War (French and Indian War) that drove France from the continent. 

Theme: Before the Seven Years’ War, Britain and its American colonies had already been facing some tensions, as can be seen in sporadic British efforts to enforce trade laws and colonial reaction to the peace treaty in 1748. During the Seven Years’ War, the relationship between British military regulars and colonial militias added to the tensions. The French defeat in the Seven Years’ War created conditions for a growing conflict between Britain and its American colonies. The lack of a threatening European colonial power in North America gave the American colonists a sense of independence that clashed with new British imperial demands, such as stationing soldiers in the colonies and the Proclamation of 1763.

SUMMARY

Like Britain, France entered the American colonial race late. Its extensive but thinly settled empire was based on the fur trade. Britain and France struggled for power throughout the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, often resulting in worldwide wars. In North America these wars were fought for imperial control of the continent.

The struggle came to a head when George Washington’s troops ventured into the sharply contested Ohio country. After early failures, the British under William Pitt defeated the French in the Seven Years’ War (French and Indian War), with a decisive victory at Quebec. The French were forced from North America.

American colonists were crucial to Britain’s imperial wars with France, resulting in greater colonial self-confidence. With the French and Spanish threat gone, tensions increased between the colonists and Britain. The Ottawa chief Pontiac’s unsuccessful uprising in 1763 convinced the British they needed a permanent troop presence in America. But with foreign threats gone, colonists resisted British taxes for protection, and resented continued British authority.
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CHAPTER 7: The Road to Revolution, 1763–1775

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: Tension between the colonies and Britain centered on the issues of mercantilism and its implementation. The British Empire attempted to more strictly enforce laws aimed at maintaining a system of mercantilism, while colonists objected to this change from the earlier salutary neglect.

Theme: The American Revolution occurred because the American colonists, who had long been developing a strong sense of autonomy and self-government, furiously resisted British attempts to impose tighter imperial controls and higher taxes after the end of the French and Indian War in 1763. The sustained conflict over political authority and taxation, enhanced by American agitators and British bungling, gradually moved Americans from asserting rights within the British Empire to openly warring with the mother country.

Theme: At the outset of the Revolutionary War, Britain appeared to be a mighty empire, but it was weaker than it seemed at first glance. Poor leadership in London, along with second-rate generals in the colonies, reduced the impact of the larger British population and its naval supremacy. Americans, on the other hand, had many advantages such as George Washington’s leadership and fighting a defensive war. However, the colonists also faced disorganization, jealousy, and economic difficulties.

SUMMARY

The American War of Independence was a military conflict fought from 1775 to 1783. The American Revolution transformed both thought and loyalty, beginning with the first settlements and culminating in political separation from Britain.

Long-term conflict resulted from the tension between the colonists’ freedom and self-government at home and their participation in the British mercantile system. While British mercantilism provided both economic benefits and liabilities, Americans resented its limits on freedom and patronizing goal of keeping America perpetually dependent. The short-term roots of Independence lay in higher British taxes and tighter imperial controls after the French and Indian War. These were reasonable measures to the British, as the colonists would simply bear a fair share of the empire’s costs. To the colonists, however, the measures constituted attacks on fundamental rights.

Colonists used well-orchestrated agitation and boycotts to force repeal of both the Stamp Act of 1765 and the subsequent Townshend Acts, except for the symbolic tax on tea. The Massachusetts governor’s attempt to enforce that law broke a temporary lull in conflict between 1770 and 1773, causing Boston agitators to conduct the Boston Tea Party. Britain’s response to the Tea Party was the harsh Intolerable Acts, coincidentally passed along with the Quebec Act. Ferocious resistance inflamed the colonies, resulting in the First Continental Congress and the battles of Lexington and Concord. As the two sides prepared for war, British advantages included a larger population, a professional army, and much greater economic strength. Americans’ greatest asset was the Patriots’ deep commitment to sacrifice for their rights.
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CHAPTER 8: America Secedes from the Empire, 1775–1783

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: When hostilities began in 1775, the colonists were still fighting for their rights as British citizens within the empire, but in 1776, they declared their independence, based on a proclamation of universal, self-evident truths. Inspired by revolutionary idealism, they also fought for an end to monarchy and the establishment of a free republic.

Theme: A combination of Washington’s generalship and British bungling in 1776–1777 prevented a quick British victory and brought French assistance, which enabled the Patriots to achieve victory after several more years of struggle.

Theme: American independence was recognized by the British only after the conflict had broadened to include much of Europe. American diplomats were able to secure generous peace terms because of the international political scene: Britain’s recently reorganized government that favored peace and France’s inability to make good on its promises to Spain.

SUMMARY

Even after Lexington and Concord, the Second Continental Congress did not initially pursue independence. Its most important action was selecting George Washington as military commander.

Further armed clashes led George III to formally proclaim the colonists in rebellion, and Thomas Paine’s Common Sense finally persuaded Americans to fight for independence as well as liberty. Though Paine promoted the Revolution as an opportunity for popular self-government, more conservative republicans wanted political hierarchy without monarchy. Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence highlighted the struggle’s roots in self-evident and universal human rights.

Only a minority of the population, Patriots had to fight both Loyalist Americans and the British. Loyalists were strongest among conservatives, city-dwellers, and Anglicans (except in Virginia), while Patriots were strongest in New England and among Presbyterians and Congregationalists.

Washington initially stalemated the British, whose hope to crush the rebellion quickly died at Saratoga. When the French and others then aided the Americans, the Revolutionary War became a world war.

Americans fared badly in 1780–1781, but the colonial army held on in the South until Cornwallis lost at Yorktown. Lord North’s British ministry, and achieved the Whigs made an extremely generous settlement with American negotiators.
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CHAPTER 9: The Confederation and the Constitution, 1776–1790

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The American Revolution was not a radical transformation like the French or Russian revolutions, but it did produce political innovations and some social change in the direction of greater equality and democracy.

Theme: Compromise, on a number of important issues, was required in order to create the new federal Constitution. Adopting the new document required great political skill and involved changing the ratification process defined in the Articles of Confederation, writing persuasively in support of the stronger central government, and promising to add amendments to protect individual liberty and states’ rights.

Theme: The federal Constitution represented a moderately conservative reaction against the democratic and decentralizing effects of the Revolution and the Articles of Confederation. In effect, it embedded the revolutionary ideals of liberty and popular government within a strong framework designed to advance national identity and interests against the dangers of fragmentation and disorder.

SUMMARY

The Revolution did not overturn the social order, but it did profoundly change social customs, political institutions, and ideas about society and government. Changes included: separation of church and state; the abolition of slavery in the North; written political constitutions; and political power shifting from the eastern seaboard toward the frontier.

The weak national government under the Articles of Confederation exercised little real authority, but it dealt successfully with the western lands issue. Weaknesses in foreign policy, commerce and handling Shays’s rebellion spurred a call alter the Articles.

Rather than revise the Articles, the well-off delegates to the Constitutional Convention created an entirely new government. Their compromises produced a vigorous central government, a strong executive, and protection for property, while still upholding republican principles and states’ rights. The pro-Constitution, pro-commercial Federalists frightened others who feared that the new government would undermine their rights and their interests.

Anti-Federalists in Virginia and New York opposed the Federalists most strongly, but effective Federalist organization and argument—and promises to include a bill of rights—resulted in ratification. The new national government checked the Revolutionary movement, but the Federalists conservative regime embraced central Revolutionary values of popular republican government and liberty.
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Chapter 10: Launching the New Ship of State, 1789–1800

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: Led by Washington and Hamilton, the first administration under the Constitution overcame various difficulties and firmly established the political and economic foundations of the new federal government. The first Congress under the Constitution, led by James Madison, also contributed to the new republic by adding the Bill of Rights.

Theme: The cabinet debate over Hamilton’s financial measure expanded into a wider political conflict between Hamiltonian Federalists and Jeffersonian Republicans—the first political parties in America. Federalists supported a strong central government, a loose interpretation of the Constitution, and commerce (business). (Democratic) Republicans supported states’ rights, a strict interpretation of the Constitution, and agriculture (farmers).

Theme: The French Revolution created a severe ideological and political division over foreign policy between Federalists and Republicans. The foreign-policy crisis coincided with domestic political divisions that culminated in the bitter election of 1800, but in the end, power passed peacefully from Federalists to Republicans. American isolationist tradition emerges as a result of Washington’s strong neutrality stance and his farewell warnings about foreign alliances.

SUMMARY

The new government faced both difficulties and skepticism, since traditional political theory held that large-scale republics were bound to fail. But President Washington brought credibility, while his cabinet, led by Alexander Hamilton, strengthened its political and economic foundations.

The government’s first achievements were the Bill of Rights and Hamilton’s financial system. Hamilton’s effective leadership cemented his program of funding the national debt, assuming state debts, imposing customs and excise taxes, and establishing a Bank of the United States.

The bank was especially controversial because it raised basic constitutional issues. Jeffersonian opposition to the bank reflected fundamental political disagreements about republicanism, economics, federal power, and foreign policy. As the French Revolution evolved from moderation to radicalism, the ideological divisions between pro-French Jeffersonians and pro-British Hamiltonians intensified

Washington’s Neutrality Proclamation angered Republicans, who wanted America to aid Revolutionary France. The British sorely tested Washington’s policy by routinely violating American neutrality. To avoid war, Washington endorsed the conciliatory Jay’s Treaty, further outraging the Republicans and France.

After the humiliating XYZ affair, the United States verged on war with France, but Adams sacrificed his popularity and divided his party by negotiating peace. Foreign-policy disagreements embittered domestic politics, as the Federalist Alien and Sedition Acts engendered Jefferson and Madison’s Virginia and Kentucky resolutions.
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Chapter 11: The Triumphs and Travails of Jeffersonian Republic, 1800–1812

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: Jefferson’s effective, pragmatic policies strengthened the principles of a two-party republican government, even though the Jeffersonian revolution caused sharp partisan battles between Federalists and Republicans over particular issues.

Theme: Despite his intentions, Jefferson became deeply entangled in the foreign-policy conflicts of the Napoleonic era, leading to a highly unpopular and failed embargo that revived the moribund Federalist Party.

Theme: James Madison fell into an international trap, set by Napoleon, which Jefferson had avoided. Western War Hawks’ enthusiasm for a war with Britain was matched by New Englanders’ hostility.

SUMMARY

The bitter election of 1800 between Adams and Jefferson culminated the early Republic’s ideological conflicts. Fierce campaign rhetoric aside, the Revolution of 1800 demonstrated that power could transfer peacefully from one party to another. The conservative Federalist Party declined because it was unable to adjust to the democratic future of American politics.

The political theorist Jefferson was determined to restore his vision of the original American revolutionary ideals through Republican principles of limited government, strict construction, and antimilitarist foreign policy. But Jefferson pragmatically compromised many of these goals, thus moderating the Republican-Federalist ideological conflict.

Political conflict turned to the judiciary, where John Marshall enshrined the principles of judicial review and a strong federal government. Jefferson reversed course, enhancing federal power in the Barbary pirate war, and by purchasing Louisiana from Napoleon. The Louisiana Purchase was Jefferson’s greatest success, increasing national unity and initiating America’s Western future, but its short term consequences included Aaron Burr’s secessionist plot.

Jefferson became entangled in the Napoleonic wars, as both France and Britain obstructed American trade and violated freedom of the seas. Jefferson tried to avoid war, but his embargo policy damaged America’s economy and stirred bitter opposition in New England.

Jeffersonian James Madison fell into Napoleon’s diplomatic trap when western War Hawks—who hoped to acquire Canada—pushed the Unites States into the War of 1812 against Britain. The nation was totally unprepared, bitterly divided, and devoid of any coherent strategy.
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Ch 12: The Second War for Independence and the Upsurge of Nationalism, 1812–1824

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The American effort in the War of 1812 was plagued by poor strategy, political divisions, and increasingly aggressive British power. Nevertheless, the United States escaped with a stalemated peace settlement and soon turned its isolationist back to the Atlantic European world.

Theme: The aftermath of the War of 1812 produced a strong surge of American nationalism that was reflected in economics, law, and foreign policy. The rising nationalistic spirit and sense of political unity was, however, threatened by the first severe sectional dispute over slavery.

Theme: Chief Justice John Marshall’s Supreme Court strengthened the federal government by supporting a loose construction of the Constitution, asserting the federal judiciary’s power over state courts, and enforcing economic provisions in the Constitution (interstate commerce, sanctity of contracts).

SUMMARY

Americans began the War of 1812 with high hopes of conquering Canada. But flawed strategy and efforts threw the United States on the defensive against British and Canadian forces. Americans fared better in naval warfare, but by 1814 the British had burned Washington and were threatening New Orleans. The Treaty of Ghent ended the war in a stalemate, but solved none of the original issues. But Americans counted the war a success and turned increasingly toward isolationism.

Despite New Englanders’ secessionist talk at the Hartford Convention, the divisive war’s ironic outcome was surging American nationalism and unity. Political conflict virtually disappeared during President Monroe’s Era of Good Feelings. Fervent new nationalism suffused culture, economics and foreign policy.

The Era of Good Feelings waned when excessive land speculation and unstable banks caused the Panic of 1819. More serious was the first major sectional dispute over slavery, postponed but not really resolved by the Missouri Compromise of 1820.

Chief Justice John Marshall enhanced the Supreme Court’s power, promoting a strong national government and conservative defense of property rights. Marshall’s rulings partially checked the general movement toward states’ rights and popular democracy.

Nationalism also led to a more assertive American foreign policy. Andrew Jackson’s victories in Spanish Florida led to its acquisition by the US American fears of European intervention in Latin America encouraged Monroe and J. Q. Adams to articulate the Monroe Doctrine.
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Chapter 13: The Rise of a Mass Democracy, 1824–1840

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The election to the presidency of the frontier aristocrat and common person’s hero, Andrew Jackson, signaled the end of the older elitist political leadership represented by John Quincy Adams. A new spirit of mass democracy and popular involvement swept through American society, bringing new energy, as well as conflict and corruption to public life.

Theme: Jackson successfully mobilized the techniques of the New Democracy and presidential power to win a series of dramatic political battles against his enemies. But by the late 1830s, his Whig opponents had learned to use the same popular political weapons against the Democrats, signaling the emergence of the second American party system.

Theme: Amidst the whirl of democratic politics, issues of tariffs, financial instability, Indian policy, and possible expansion in Texas indicated that difficult sectional and economic problems were festering beneath the surface and not being very successfully addressed.

SUMMARY

A powerful movement promoting the common person and the New Democracy transformed traditionally elitist American politics beginning in the 1820s. The disputed election of New England’s John Quincy Adams in 1824 angered Andrew Jackson followers.

Jackson’s landslide presidential victory in 1828 also marked the New Democracy’s triumph— including spoils-rich political machines which thrived in the new environment. Jackson’s simple, popular ideas and rough-hewn style reinforced the growing belief that any ordinary person could hold public office. The “Tariff of Abominations” and subsequent nullification crisis in South Carolina fueled growing sectionalism and anxiety about slavery that ran up against Jackson’s fierce nationalism.

Jackson exercised presidential powers against his opponents, particularly Calhoun and Clay. He killed the Bank of the United States after making it a symbol of financial evil, which reinforced Jacksonian hostility to financial power, but left the United States with no effective financial system. Jackson’s presidency also focused on westward expansion. Pursuing civilization, Southeastern Native Americans engaged in extensive agricultural and educational development. But pressure from white settlers and state governments proved overwhelming, and Jackson supported forcible removal of all southeastern Indians to Oklahoma along the Trail of Tears. American settlers in Texas successfully rebelled against Mexico and declared their independence. Jackson recognized the Texas Republic but, because of the slavery controversy, he refused its application for annexation to the United States. 

Jackson’s political foes formed themselves into the Whig party, but lost in 1836 to his handpicked successor, Van Buren. Jackson’s ill-considered economic policies haunted “Van Ruin,” as the Panic of 1837 plunged the country into a serious depression. Whigs used economic troubles and mass democratic political hoopla to elect Harrison in 1840, making their own western aristocrat into a heroic democratic symbol. The Whig victory heralded a new two-party system, in which the parties’ different philosophies and constituencies proved less important than their widespread popularity and shared roots in the new American democratic spirit.
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Chapter 14: Forging the National Economy, 1790–1860

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The importance of the West grew in the early nineteenth century. Cheap land attracted immigrants and natives alike, and after some technological innovations, the West became an agricultural giant. The increased output also spurred transportation developments to tie this developing region to the rest of the United States.

Theme: In the era of Jacksonian democracy, the American population grew rapidly and changed in character. More people lived in the raw West and in the expanding cities, and immigrant groups, like the Irish and Germans, added their labor power to America’s economy, sometimes arousing hostility from native-born Americans in the process.

Theme: In the early nineteenth century, the American economy developed the beginnings of industrialization. The greatest advances occurred in transportation, as canals and railroads bound the Union together into a continental economy with strong regional specialization.

SUMMARY

In the early nineteenth century Americans explored and expanded the frontier, where life was crude and hard on the pioneers, especially women.

Pioneers exploited the environment, exhausting the soil and exterminating wildlife. Yet the West’s wild beauty became a symbol of American national identity, leading environmentalists to eventually create a national park system to preserve pieces of the wilderness.

Other changes altered the character of American society and its workforce. Old cities expanded, and new cities sprang up in the wilderness. Irish and German immigrants poured into the country in the 1830s and 1840s, rousing nativist hostility because of their Roman Catholic faith.

Inventions and business innovations like free incorporation laws spurred economic growth. Women and children were the most exploited early factory laborers. Male workers made some gains in wages and hours but unions generally failed to materialize.

Economic advances in agriculture and transportation spurred growth before the Civil War. Early railroads overcame many obstacles to spread across the country. Foreign trade was a minor part of the American economy, but technological change created growing economic links to Europe. By 1860 the telegraph, railroad, and steamship had begun to replace older means of travel and communication like canals, clipper ships, stagecoach, and pony express.

New means of transportation and distribution laid the foundations for a continental market economy, creating sectional specialization which altered traditional family economic functions. Concern grew over the class differences spawned by industrialization, especially in cities. But increased opportunities and standard of living made America a “land of opportunity” to both immigrants and in-migrants.
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Chapter 15: The Ferment of Reform and Culture, 1790–1860

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The spectacular religious revivals of the Second Great Awakening reversed a trend toward secular rationalism in American culture and helped to fuel a spirit of social reform. In the process, religion was increasingly feminized, while women, in turn, took the lead in movements of reform, including those designed to improve their own condition.

Theme: The attempt to improve Americans’ faith, morals, and character affected nearly all areas of American life and culture, including education, the family, literature, and the arts—culminating in the great crusade against slavery.

Theme: Intellectual and cultural development in America was less prolific than in Europe, but they did earn some international recognition and became more distinctly American, especially after the War of 1812.

SUMMARY

Movements of moral and religious reform accompanied early nineteenth century democratization of politics and national market economic expansion. A new wave of revivals replaced growing religious rationalism beginning about 1800. Western revivalism changed both religious life and other areas of society. It fragmented existing religious groups, and created new groups like the Mormons. Women became a major presence in the churches, which inspired reform movements that provided an outlet for energies otherwise stifled in masculinized political and economic life.

The reform impulse benefited education particularly, fostering the elementary school movement and opening tradition-bound colleges to a few women. Women pioneered movements for improved treatment of the mentally ill, peace, temperance, and other causes, leading some to agitate in the 1840s for their own rights, including suffrage. Closely linked to the antislavery crusade, the women’s rights movement gained adherents even in the face of vehement opposition.

While many reformers worked to improve society as a whole, others created utopian experiments to model their religious and social ideals. Some utopians promoted radical sexual and economic doctrines, while others appealed to high-minded intellectuals and artists.

American theoretical sciences and the fine arts were still weak, but a vigorous national literature blossomed after the War of 1812. The New England literary renaissance blossomed with the philosophy of transcendentalism, promoted by Emerson and others. Many great American writers like Walt Whitman reflected the national spirit of utopian optimism, but dissenters like Hawthorne and Melville explored society’s darker side.
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Chapter 16: The South and the Slavery Controversy, 1793–1860

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The explosion of cotton production fastened the slave system deeply upon the South, creating a complex, hierarchical racial and social order that deeply affected whites as well as blacks.

Theme: The economic benefits of an increasing production of cotton due to the cotton gin and slavery were shared between the South, the North, and Britain. The economics of cotton and slavery also led to bigger and bigger plantations, since they could afford the heavy investment of human capital.

Theme: The emergence of a small but energetic radical abolitionist movement caused a fierce proslavery backlash in the South and a slow but steady growth of moderate antislavery sentiment in the North.

SUMMARY

Whitney’s cotton gin made cotton production hugely profitable, and created an ever-increasing demand for slave labor. Southern dependence on cotton production tied it economically to the plantation system and racially to white supremacy. The plantation aristocracy’s cultural gentility and political domination concealed slavery’s social and economic costs for whites as well as blacks.

Most slaves were held by a few large planters, but most slave-owners had few slaves, and most southern whites had no slaves at all. Yet except for some mountaineers, most southern whites strongly supported slavery and racial supremacy because they hoped to own slaves themselves, and because of a sense of superiority to blacks.

Treatment of economically valuable slaves varied considerably. Within a cruel system, slaves yearned for freedom and struggled to maintain both humanity and family life.

The older black colonization movement gave way in the 1830s to Garrison’s radical, abolitionism. Along with Nat Turner’s rebellion, abolitionism caused a strong backlash in the South, which increasingly defended slavery as a positive good, and rejected liberal Northern political and social ideals.

Most northerners rejected radical abolitionism, respecting Constitutional protection of slavery where it existed. But many also began to view the South as a land of oppression, and any attempt to extend slavery as a threat to free society.
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Chapter 17: Manifest Destiny and Its Legacy, 1841–1848

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: American expansionism gained momentum in the 1840s, leading first to the acquisition of Texas and Oregon, and then to the Mexican War, which added vast southwestern territories to the United States and ignited the slavery question.

Theme: American international prestige grows as the United States expands. Successful military campaigns against Mexico along with well-negotiated treaties with Britain force Europe to respect America more, while Latin America begins to be wary of the Colossus of the North.

SUMMARY

As Tyler succeeded President Harrison, the United States became engaged in a series of disputes with Britain. The Maine boundary conflict was resolved, but British involvement in Texas revived US plans to annex the Lone Star Republic.

The 1844 campaign hinged on the Texas and Oregon questions, as Democrats nominated and elected the militantly expansionist Polk. After Texas’ annexation, conflicts with Mexico over California and the Texas boundary erupted into war in 1846.

American forces quickly conquered California and New Mexico. Invasions of Mexico by Winfield Scott and Zachary Taylor were also successful, and the peace treaty gave the US large new territories.

Besides adding California, New Mexico, and Utah, the US trained a new generation of military leaders in the Mexican War and aroused long-term Latin American resentment. Most important, the war and the Wilmot Proviso forced the slavery controversy to the center of national debate.
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Chapter 18: Renewing the Sectional Struggle, 1848–1854

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The sectional conflict over the expansion of slavery that erupted after the Mexican War was temporarily quieted by the Compromise of 1850, but Douglas’s Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 exploded it again.

Theme: In the 1850s, American expansionism in the West and the Caribbean was extremely controversial because it was tied to the slavery question.

Theme: Commercial interests guided American foreign policy in Asia and contributed to sectional tension within the United States, as regions tried to secure the terminus to a transcontinental railroad.

SUMMARY

The acquisition of Mexican territory created new dilemmas over slavery’s expansion for the two major parties, which had long evaded the issue. The antislavery Free Soil party injected the issue into the election of 1848. Gold-rich California’s application for admission to the Union forced the controversy into the Senate, which fiercely debated slavery and the Union.

After President Taylor’s death cleared the way for a settlement, Congress passed the accomodationist Compromise of 1850, which temporarily eased sectional tension despite Northern opposition to the Fugitive Slave Law.

As the Whig party died, proslavery expansionists dominated Pierce’s pliant Democratic administration. Controversy over Nicaragua, Cuba, and the Gadsden Purchase showed that slavery drove expansionism.

Stephen Douglas’s desire for a northern railroad route led him to ram the Kansas-Nebraska Act through Congress in 1854. Because it repealed the Missouri Compromise and subjected the new territory to popular sovereignty on slavery, this act aroused Northern fury, engendered the Republican Party, and anticipated the Civil War.
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Chapter 19: Drifting Toward Disunion, 1854–1861

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: A series of major North-South crises in the late 1850s culminated in the election of the antislavery Republican Lincoln to the presidency in 1860. His election caused seven southern states to secede from the union and form the Confederate States of America.

SUMMARY

Successive confrontations punctuated the 1850s, which deepened sectional hostility and precipitated the Civil War.

Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin fanned northern antislavery feeling. In Kansas, proslavery and antislavery forces fought a bloody microcosm of the Civil War. Buchanan’s support of the proslavery Lecompton Constitution alienated moderate northern Democrats like Douglas. Congressman Brooks’s beating of Senator Sumner inflamed both sections.

The 1856 election signaled the rise of the sectional Republican Party. The Dred Scott case delighted the South, but enraged defiant Republicans. The Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858 deepened the national slavery controversy, while Brown’s Harpers Ferry raid earned Northern support, but made outraged southerners fear a slave uprising.

The Democrats split along sectional lines, allowing Lincoln to win the four-way 1860 election. Seven southern states quickly seceded and organized the Confederate States of America.

As optimistic southerners spurned the hated North, lame-duck President Buchanan wavered, and Lincoln opposed the doomed, last-minute Crittenden Compromise.
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Chapter 20: Girding for War: The North and the South, 1861–1865

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The North effectively brought to bear its long-term advantages of industrial might and human resources to wage a devastating total war against the South. The war helped organize and modernize northern society, while the South, despite heroic efforts, was economically and socially crushed.

Theme: Lincoln’s skillful political leadership helped keep the crucial Border States in the Union and maintain northern morale, while his effective diplomacy kept Britain and France from aiding the Confederacy.

SUMMARY

South Carolina’s attack on Fort Sumter aroused the North for war. Lincoln’s call for troops to suppress the rebellion drove four upper South states into the Confederacy, but his combination of political persuasion and force kept the deeply divided Border States in the Union.

Confederate advantages included upper-class European support, military leadership, and a defensive position on its own soil. Northern advantages included lower-class European support, industrial and population resources, and political leadership.

Britain’s upper classes sympathized with the South and aided Confederate naval efforts, but effective diplomacy and Union military success kept both Britain and France neutral.

Lincoln effectively mobilized the North for war, despite political opposition and resistance to his infringement on civil liberties. The North eventually mobilized its larger troop resources with an unpopular and unfair draft system.

Economic and financial strengths advantaged the North over the less-industrialized South. Societal changes opened new opportunities for women, who supported the war effort in both the North and South. Waging war on Southern soil left the South devastated.
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Chapter 21: The Furnace of Civil War, 1861–1865

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The Civil War, begun as a limited struggle over the Union, eventually became a total war to end slavery and transform the nation.

Theme: After several years of seesaw struggle, the Union armies under Ulysses Grant finally wore down the Southern forces under Robert E. Lee and ended the Confederate bid for independence, as well as the institution of slavery.

SUMMARY

Northern complacency about a quick victory ended with its defeat at Bull Run. Early Union generals like George McClellan were unable to defeat Lee’s tactically brilliant Confederate armies, but the Union naval blockade slowly devastated the South.

The war’s political and diplomatic dimensions became critical. Lincoln initially downplayed emancipation in order to retain the Border States, but winning the 1862 Battle of Antietam prevented foreign intervention and allowed him to turn the struggle into a war against slavery. Blacks and abolitionists embraced a war for emancipation, but Lincoln suffered politically from northern, white resentment.

Union victories at Vicksburg in the West and Gettysburg in the East finally turned the military tide against the South. Southern resistance remained strong, but the Union victories at Atlanta and Mobile assured Lincoln’s re-election in 1864 and ended the last Confederate hopes. The war ended the issues of disunion and slavery, but at a tremendous cost to both North and South.
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Chapter 22: The Ordeal of Reconstruction, 1865–1877

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: Johnson’s political blunders and Southern white recalcitrance led to the imposition of congressional military Reconstruction on the South. Reconstruction did address difficult issues of reform and racial justice in the South and achieved some successes, but was ultimately abandoned, leaving a deep legacy of racial and sectional bitterness.

Theme: During Reconstruction, the Constitution was strengthened with the Fourteenth (citizenship and equal protection of the laws) and Fifteenth (black voting rights) Amendments, but it was also tested with the conflicts between the president and Congress that culminated in an impeachment process.

Theme: Southern resistance to Reconstruction began immediately with the sending of ex-rebels to be seated in Congress and continued with the creation of violently oppressive groups like the Ku Klux Klan. Although forced to make some concessions, Southern Redeemers successfully outlasted the congressional Reconstruction efforts.

SUMMARY

After the Civil War, the nation faced the problems of rebuilding the South, assisting freed slaves, reintegrating Southern states into the Union, and deciding who would direct the Reconstruction.

An economically devastated South was socially revolutionized by emancipation. Slave-owners reluctantly confronted the end of slave labor, while blacks began to shape their own destiny with the help of black churches and freedmen’s schools.

New President Andrew Johnson was politically inept and personally contentious. His moderate Reconstruction plan attempted to follow Lincoln’s, but fell victim to Southern whites’ severe treatment of blacks and his own political blunders.

After dramatic gains in the 1866 congressional elections, Republicans imposed harsh military Reconstruction on the South. Southern states reentered the Union with radical governments supported by newly enfranchised blacks and some sectors of southern society. Some regimes were corrupt, but they also implemented important reforms. Divisions between moderate and radical Republicans limited and confused Reconstruction’s aims, despite the important Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments.

Embittered whites hated these radical governments and mobilized reactionary terrorist organizations like the Ku Klux Klan to restore white supremacy. Congress impeached Johnson but narrowly failed to convict him. The poorly conceived Reconstruction policy was a disastrous failure.
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Chapter 23: Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age, 1869–1896

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: Even as post–Civil War America expanded and industrialized, political life in the Gilded Age was marked by ineptitude, stalemate, and corruption. Despite their similarity at the national level, the two parties competed fiercely for offices and spoils, while doling out “pork-barrel” benefits to veterans and other special interest groups.

Theme: The serious issues of monetary and agrarian reform, labor, race, and economic fairness were largely swept under the rug by the political system, until revolting farmers and a major economic depression beginning in 1893 created a growing sense of crisis and demands for radical change.

Theme: The Compromise of 1877 made reconstruction officially over and white Democrats resumed political power in the South. Blacks, as well as poor whites, found themselves forced into sharecropping and tenant farming; what began as informal separation of blacks and whites in the immediate postwar years evolved into systematic state-level legal codes of segregation known as Jim Crow laws.

SUMMARY

After the ideals and sacrifices of the Civil War, the post–Civil War era spawned disillusionment. Federal, state and local politicians were often surrounded by corruption and scandal, while problems afflicting industrializing America festered beneath the surface.

Popular war hero Grant was a poor politician with a corruption administration. Despite some futile reform efforts, party patronage fattened Gilded Age politics. The parties competed for spoils, but essentially agreed on most national policies. Cultural differences, different constituencies, and local issues fueled party competition and unprecedented voter participation. Periodic complaints by Mugwump reformers and soft-money advocates had little effect on politics.

The contested 1876 election led to the sectional Compromise of 1877, which ended Reconstruction. The South began an oppressive system of tenant farming and racial supremacy and segregation, enforced by sometimes lethal violence. Racial prejudice against Chinese immigrants was also linked to labor unrest in the 1870s and 1880s.

Garfield’s assassination by a spurned office seeker spurred early civil-service reform, making politics more dependent on big business. The first Democratic president since the Civil War, Cleveland, made lower tariffs the first real post-war issue in national politics, but the Panic of 1893 eclipsed his mild reform efforts. That crisis made suffering farmers and workers protest a government and economic system which seemed biased toward big business and the wealthy.
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Chapter 24: Industry Comes of Age, 1865–1900

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: America accomplished heavy industrialization in the post–Civil War era. Spurred by the transcontinental rail network, business grew and consolidated into giant corporate trusts, as epitomized by the oil and steel industries.

Theme: Industrialization radically transformed the practices of labor and the condition of the American working people. But despite frequent industrial strife and the efforts of various reformers and unions, workers failed to develop effective labor organizations to match the corporate forms of business.

Theme: With the concentration of capital in the hands of a few, new moralities arose to advance justifications for this social and economic phenomenon. A “survival of the fittest” theory emerged, a popular theory based on the thought of Herbert Spencer and William Graham Sumner, which argued that millionaires were products of natural selection. Another theory known as the “Gospel of Wealth” argued that well-to-do societies had to prove themselves morally responsible. 

SUMMARY

Government subsidies and loans aided construction of the first transcontinental rail line in 1869. This and other parts of a national rail network opened new markets and prompted industrial growth. Railroad power and corruption led to public demands for regulation, with minimal success.

New technology and business organization spawned huge corporate trusts, pioneered by Andrew Carnegie in steel and John D. Rockefeller in oil. The oil industry initially supplied kerosene for lamps, before expanding into gasoline production to fuel automobiles. Cheap steel transformed industries from construction to rail building, while railroads dominated the economy and reshaped American society.

The benefits of industrialization were unevenly distributed. The South remained underdeveloped and dependent, growing class divisions placed industrial workers at the bottom of American society. Independent producers and farmers became dependent wage earners, vulnerable to illness, industrial accidents, and unemployment.

Attempts to organize labor were generally ineffective. The Knights of Labor disappeared after the Haymarket bombing, but Gompers’ AF of L successfully organized skilled craft laborers while ignoring most industrial workers, women, and blacks.
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Chapter 25: America Moves to the City, 1865–1900

CHAPTER THEME

Theme: In the late nineteenth century, American society was increasingly dominated by large urban centers. Explosive urban growth was accompanied by often disturbing changes, including the New Immigration, crowded slums, new religious outlooks, and conflicts over culture and values. While many Americans were disturbed by the new urban problems, cities also offered opportunities to women and expanded cultural horizons.

Theme: African Americans suffered the most as the south lagged behind other regions of the country with regard to educational improvements and opportunities. Two schools of thought emerged as to the best way to handle this problem. Booker T. Washington advocated that blacks should gain knowledge of useful trades. With this would come self-respect and economic security—Washington avoided the issue of social equality. W.E.B. Du Bois demanded complete equality for blacks, both social as well as economic.

SUMMARY

Americans moved from the country to the city in the post–Civil War decades. Urban development caused both excitement and severe social problems, including overcrowding and slums. After the 1880s New Immigrants flooded cities, mostly from southern and eastern Europe. Their strange customs and non-Protestant religions engendered nativist hostility and discrimination. Religion adjusted to social and cultural changes. Roman Catholicism and Judaism gained strength, while Protestant churches divided over conflicts about evolution and biblical interpretation.

American secondary and graduate education expanded rapidly, while blacks and immigrants had limited success in using education as a path to upward mobility. Conflicts arose over moral values, especially relating to sexuality and women’s role in society. The new urban environment expanded opportunities for women but created difficulties for families, which grew more isolated as the divorce rate rose and average family size shrank. American literature and art reflected a new realism, while popular amusement became a big business.
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Chapter 26: The Great West and the Agricultural Revolution, 1865–1896

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: After the Civil War, whites overcame the Plains Indians’ fierce resistance and settled the Great West, bringing to a close the long frontier phase of American history.

Theme: The farmers who populated the West found themselves the victims of an economic revolution in agriculture. Trapped in a permanent debtor dependency, in the 1880s, they finally turned to political action to protest their condition. Their efforts culminated in the Populist Party’s attempt to create an interracial farmer/labor coalition in the 1890s, but William Jennings Bryan’s defeat in the pivotal election of 1896 signaled the triumph of urbanism and the middle class.

SUMMARY

Immediately after the Civil War, Indians who hunted buffalo on horseback still occupied the Great Plains and Mountain West. They fought white encroachment on their land and way of life, but whites’ railroads, mining, and livestock broke up Indian territory, while diseases cut their strength and numbers. Environmental destruction and intertribal warfare undermined Indian resistance and soon threatened Native Americans’ existence. The federal government used poorly conceived treaties and sporadic warfare to force the Indians onto largely barren reservations. The Dawes Act attempted to coerce Indians into adopting white ways by ending tribal land ownership, while insensitive humanitarians set up Indian boarding schools, which eroded traditional culture.

Mining and cattle industries dominated western history until farmers, lured by free homesteads, railroads, and irrigation, settled the frontier. The 1890 census declared the frontier closed, ending a formative phase of American history. Less of a safety valve than many believed, the frontier West was actually the most urbanized region of the United States by the 1890s.

In the 1870s, farmers began to settle the treeless prairies beyond the 100th meridian, using dry farming techniques that gradually contributed to soil loss. Irrigation projects, later financed by the federal government, allowed specialized farming in many arid western areas, including California. The frontier’s close in 1890 ended traditional westward expansion, but the Great West remained a unique social and environmental region.

Mechanized agriculture accompanied the opening of new lands, making farmers more dependent on specialized production and international markets. Debt dependent farmers protested declining prices and other woes through the Grange, Farmers’ Alliances, and the People’s (Populist) party.

The Panic of 1893 deepened class conflict and spurred farmer and labor strikes and unrest. Pro-silverite William Jennings Bryan won the Democratic Party’s 1896 nomination, but lost both urban workers and the election to goldbug Republican William McKinley. The election transformed American politics, as the city and middle class dominated the new party system, which downplayed monetary issues and engendered Republican dominance for two generations.
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Chapter 27: Empire and Expansion, 1890–1909

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: In the 1890s, a number of economic and political forces sparked a spectacular burst of imperialistic expansionism for the United States that culminated in the Spanish-American War—a war that began over freeing Cuba and ended with the highly controversial acquisition of the Philippines and other territories.

Theme: In the wake of the Spanish-American War, President Theodore Roosevelt pursued a bold and sometimes controversial new policy of asserting America’s influence abroad, particularly in East Asia and Latin America.

SUMMARY

Several factors made previously isolated America turn its attention overseas in the 1890s. Changes behind the new imperialism included demand for new economic markets, the sensationalism of the yellow press, missionary fervor, Darwinist ideology, great-power rivalry, and naval competition.

American intervention in the Venezuelan boundary dispute of 1895–1896 reflected an aggressive new assertion of the Monroe Doctrine, which forced Britain to accept American domination in the Western Hemisphere. White American planters culminated longtime American involvement in Hawaii in 1893 by fomenting a revolution against native rule by. President Cleveland refused to annex the islands, but the annexation question triggered the United States’ first full-fledged imperialistic debate.

American outrage over Spanish oppression of Cuba triggered the Spanish-American War in 1898, exacerbated by the yellow press. Public passion over the Maine explosion in February 1898 pushed a reluctant President McKinley into war, even though Spain was ready to concede on the major issues. Admiral Dewey’s naval victory in the Spanish Philippines in May 1898 set the stage for American troops, assisted by Filipino rebels, to captured Manila. American forces overcame mass confusion to overwhelm the Spanish in Cuba and Puerto Rico. Pro-imperialists narrowly won a bitter national debate over American imperialism in the Senate, and the United States took the Philippines and Puerto Rico as colonial possessions. Despite serious doubts about imperialism, the United States asserted itself as a new international power.

America annexation of the Philippines aroused violent Filipino resistance, as they had expected independence. The ensuing, brutal was longer and costlier than the Spanish-American conflict. Imperialist competition deepened America’s role in China. Hay’s Open Door policy kept the great powers from carving up China, while US and international forces suppressed the Boxer Rebellion. Theodore Roosevelt brought new assertiveness to American foreign policy. When the Colombian Senate frustrated his plans to build a canal in Panama, he promoted a Panamanian independence movement which brought his plans to fruition. He also added the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, declaring an American right to intervene in South America. Roosevelt angered both parties while negotiating an end to the Russo-Japanese War, one of several incidents which demonstrated US-Japanese competition in East Asia.
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Chapter 28: Progressivism and the Republican Roosevelt, 1901–1912

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The strong progressive movement successfully demanded that the powers of government be applied to solving the economic and social problems of industrialization. Progressivism first gained strength at the city and state level, and then achieved national influence in the moderately progressive administrations of Theodore Roosevelt.

Theme: Roosevelt’s hand-picked successor, William H. Taft, aligned himself with the Republican Old Guard, causing Roosevelt to break away and lead a progressive third-party crusade.

SUMMARY

The early twentieth century progressive movement became the greatest reform crusade since abolitionism. Inaugurated by Populists, socialists, social gospelers, female reformers, and muckraking journalists, progressivism tried to use governmental to correct social and economic problems caused by industrialization.

Begun at the city and state level, Progressivism focused first on political reforms before turning to social and economic ones. Women galvanized progressive social concern for reforms involving child labor, poor tenement housing, and consumer causes. Viewing reform as an extension of their roles as wives and mothers, female activists changed both law and public attitudes in these areas.

At the national level, Roosevelt’s Square Deal used the federal government to mediate conflicts between labor and corporate trusts, as well as acting on behalf of consumer and environmental concerns. Roosevelt crusaded for conservatism, although preservationists disagreed sharply with those who favored multiple uses of nature. Federal emphasis on rational use of public resources generally worked to benefit large enterprises and to inhibit action by the smaller users.

Roosevelt selected Taft as his successor, expecting him to continue “my policies,” but Taft was dominated by the conservative Republican Old Guard and rapidly lost public support. The Republican Party split between pro-Taft conservatives and Roosevelt’s progressives, who led a third-party crusade in the 1912 election.
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Chapter 29: Wilsonian Progressivism at Home and Abroad, 1912–1916

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: After winning a three-way election, focused on different theories of progressivism, Woodrow Wilson successfully pushed through a sweeping program of domestic economic and social reform in his first term.

Theme: Wilson’s attempt to promote an idealistic progressive foreign policy failed, as dangerous military involvements threatened Latin America, the North Atlantic, and Europe.

SUMMARY

Wilson and his New Freedom defeated Roosevelt and his New Nationalism in a contest over differing forms of progressivism. Eloquent, idealistic ex-professor Wilson reformed the tariff, finances, and regulation of trusts. His social reforms benefited the working classes, but not blacks.

Wilson’s had less success in implementing progressive moral goals in foreign policy, as he stumbled into military involvements in the Caribbean, and revolutionary Mexico. The outbreak of World War I in Europe threatened American neutrality, especially because of German submarine warfare.

Wilson delayed war by extracting the precarious Sussex pledge from Germany, and his antiwar campaign in 1916 narrowly won him reelection over the still-quarreling Republicans.
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Chapter 30: The War to End War, 1917–1918

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: Entering World War I in response to Germany’s unrestricted submarine warfare, Wilson turned America’s participation into a fervent ideological crusade for democracy that successfully stirred the public to a great voluntary war effort, but at some cost to traditional civil liberties.

Theme: After America’s limited but important contribution to the Allied victory, a triumphant Wilson attempted to construct a peace based on his idealistic Fourteen Points. But European and senatorial opposition, and especially his own political errors, doomed American ratification of the Versailles Treaty and participation in the League of Nations.

SUMMARY

The United States finally declared war because of Germany’s unlimited submarine warfare, combined with the Zimmerman note proposing an alliance with Mexico. Wilson spurred patriotism by calling for an idealistic crusade for democracy and permanent peace based on his Fourteen Points.

Though it suppressed dissent, wartime propaganda stirred voluntary commitment to the war effort, facilitating industrial organization, food production, and financing the war. Labor, including women, made substantial wartime gains, while black migration to northern cities led to racial tensions and riots.

America’s soldiers arrived in Europe after nearly a year, and fought in only two major battles at the war’s end. America’s main contribution to the Allied victory was to provide supplies, personnel, and improved morale. Wilson’s prestige created high expectations for an idealistic peace, but his political blunders and European statesmen’s intransigence forced him to compromise his lofty aims.

Fighting Lodge’s reservations, Wilson tried to gain national support for the League of Nations, but his physical collapse and refusal to compromise killed the treaty and the League. Republican isolationists turned Harding’s victory in 1920 into a death sentence for the League.
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Chapter 31: American Life in the “Roaring Twenties,” 1919–1929

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: A disillusioned America turned away from idealism and reform after World War I and toward isolationism in foreign affairs, domestic social conservatism, and the pleasures of prosperity.

Theme: New technologies, mass-marketing techniques, and new forms of entertainment fostered rapid cultural change along with a focus on consumer goods. But the accompanying changes in moral values and uncertainty about the future produced cultural anxiety, as well as sharp intellectual critiques of American life.

SUMMARY

After World War I’s crusading idealism, Americans turned inward, demonizing anything foreign or different. The red scare and the Sacco-Vanzetti case targeted radicals, while the new Ku Klux Klan joined others in promoting further immigration restrictions. Cultural conflict swirled around the prohibition experiment and evolution.

A new mass-consumption economy fueled 1920s prosperity, while Henry Ford’s automobile industry transformed both the economy and American lifestyles.

Radio and film altered popular culture and values, while birth control and Freudian psychology overturned traditional sexual standards, especially for women. Young literary rebels, mostly Midwesterners, rejected New England and small-town culture, searching for new values as far away as Europe. The stock-market boom epitomized the decade’s free-wheeling spirit.
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Chapter 32: The Politics of Boom and Bust, 1920–1932

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The Republican administrations of the prosperous 1920s pursued conservative, pro-business policies at home, and economic unilateralism abroad.

Theme: The great crash of 1929 led to a severe, prolonged depression that devastated the American economy and spirit and resisted Hoover’s limited efforts to correct it.

SUMMARY

Republican governments of the 1920s practiced active, pro-business policies, while neglecting much of the progressive legacy. America’s desire to withdraw from international involvements led to the Washington Naval Conference and sky-high tariffs, which protected American industry but caused worldwide economic problems.

Puritanical Calvin Coolidge succeeded a morally lax Harding administration mired in scandal, while feuding Democrats and La Follette progressives were outpolled by Republican prosperity.

American demands for strict war debt repayment roiled international economies. The Dawes plan provided temporary relief, but the Hawley-Smoot Tariff devastated international trade.

The stock-market crash of 1929 terminated prosperity and plunged America into a horrible depression. Herbert Hoover’s relief efforts and reputation both collapsed, despite his unprecedented—if limited— federal assistance to revive the economy.
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Chapter 33: The Great Depression and the New Deal, 1933–1939

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: Roosevelt’s New Deal tackled the Great Depression with massive federal programs designed to bring about relief, recovery, and reform.

SUMMARY

Confident, aristocratic Roosevelt took office with an urgent mandate to address the depression. His bank holiday and frantic Hundred Days restored confidence and created a host of new agencies to provide relief for the unemployed, economic recovery, and permanent systemic reform.

Federal New Deal programs put millions of the unemployed back on the job. FDR responded to popular demagogues Huey Long and Father Charles Coughlin by reorganizing and reforming American history, labor, and agriculture. The TVA, Social Security, and the Wagner Act brought far-reaching changes that especially benefited the economically disadvantaged.

Conservatives denounced the New Deal, but Roosevelt’s powerful coalition of urbanites, labor, new immigrants, blacks, and Southerners swept him to victory in 1936.

Women began to exercise their politically and intellectually rights a decade after the Nineteenth Amendment was ratified.

Roosevelt’s Court-packing plan failed, but the Court began to approve New Deal legislation. Mounting conservative opposition and the stubborn persistence of unemployment frustrated the later New Deal. The highly controversial New Deal saved America from extreme right-wing or left-wing dictatorship.
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Chapter 34: Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Shadow of War, 1933–1941

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: In the early and mid-1930s, the United States attempted to isolate itself from foreign involvements and wars. But by the end of the decade, the spread of totalitarianism and war in Europe forced Roosevelt to provide more and more assistance to desperate Britain, despite strong isolationist opposition.

SUMMARY

Roosevelt’s early foreign policies— wrecking the London economic conference and starting the Good Neighbor policy in Latin America— reflected America’s focus on domestic recovery and less active role in the world. The US withdrew from virtually all European affairs, and promised Filipino independence in order to avoid Asian commitments.

European and Asian depression-spawned chaos in Europe and Asia strengthened US isolationism, as Congress passed four Neutrality Acts, which aimed to keep America out of foreign wars. The United States adhered to neutrality at first, despite Italian, German, and Japanese aggression, but after World War II began in Europe, Roosevelt provided some aid to the Allies.

After the fall of France, FDR forged the destroyers-for-bases deal and lend-lease act to aid desperate Britain. Still-powerful isolationists protested, but Republican candidate Wendell Willkie refused to attack Roosevelt’s foreign policy in the 1940 campaign.

By the summer of 1941, the United States was fighting an undeclared, North Atlantic naval war with Germany, leading Roosevelt and Churchill to issue the Atlantic Charter. Failed negotiations with Japan and the surprise Pearl Harbor attack plunged the United States into World War II.
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Chapter 35: America in World War II, 1941–1945

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: Unified by Pearl Harbor, America effectively carried out a war mobilization effort that produced vast social and economic changes within American society.

Theme: Following its “get Hitler first” strategy, the United States and its Allies invaded and liberated conquered Europe from Fascist rule. The slower strategy of island-hopping against Japan also proceeded successfully until the atomic bomb brought a sudden end to World War II.

SUMMARY

Wounded but unified by Pearl Harbor, America followed Roosevelt’s strategy of dealing with Hitler first, while preventing a Japanese advance in the Pacific.

Except for Japanese-American concentration camps, the United States escaped the fanaticism and civil liberties violations that occurred in World War I. World War II effectively mobilized the economy, using new labor sources such as women and Mexican braceros. Many African and Native Americans left their rural homelands and migrated North and West to urban war-industry jobs. War brought full employment, prosperity, and enduring social changes for millions of Americans thrown together in the military and uprooted into new communities across the country. Unlike in Europe and Asia, however, the war caused relatively little economic and social devastation in the United States.

The Battles of Midway and the Coral Sea stemmed the tide of Japanese conquest, and American forces began island hopping toward Tokyo. Allied troops provided a small, compromise second front by invading North Africa and Italy in 1942–1943, in an attempt to appease the Soviet Union and France. The D-Day invasion of France became the real second front in June 1944, as the Allies moved rapidly across France, before their setback in the Low Countries during the Battle of the Bulge.

Americans established a bombing base from which to attack the Japanese home islands by capturing the Marianas Islands. Roosevelt won a fourth term as Allied troops entered Germany and met the Russians, ending Hitler’s rule in May 1945. After brutal fighting on Okinawa and Iwo Jima, detonation of two atomic bombs ended the Japanese war in August 1945.

Chapter 35 - America in WW II

Pearl Harbor

get Germany first

Japanese-American internment

Hirabayashi v. U.S.

Korematsu v. U.S.

(Civil Liberties Act of 1988)

Atlantic Charter

Henry J. Kaiser-“Sir Launchalot”

War Production Board

Office of Price Administration.

United Mine Workers- John L. Lewis

Smith-Connally Anti-Strike Act

WAACS (Army)

WAVES (Navy)

SPARS (Coast Guard)

Braceros

“Rosie the Riveter”

“Sunbelt”

A. Philip Randolph

Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters

Fair Employment Practices Commission

racially separate blood banks

Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)

“code talkers”

Bataan Death March

Gen Douglas MacArthur

“I shall return”

Guadalcanal

Coral Sea

Midway

“island hopping”

German U-boats

“enigma” code

El Alamein

second front

Dwight D. Eisenhower

Casablanca Conference

British PM Winston Churchill

“unconditional surrender”

Benito Mussolini

Adolph Hitler

Joseph Stalin

Monte Cassino

D-Day: June 6, 1944

Normandy Landings

Operation Overlord

Tehran Conference

Big Three (FDR, Churchill, Stalin)

Election of 1944

Thomas E. Dewey

Harry S. Truman (not Henry Wallace)

Battle of the Bulge

101st Airborne Division

concentration camps

genocide

FDR dies, 4/12/45

Hitler dies, 4/30/45

May 8, 1945 V-E Day

Japanese “kamikaze” pilots

Iwo Jima & Okinawa

Potsdam Conference

Alamogordo, New Mexico

Hiroshima & Nagasaki

Emperor Hirohito

General Tojo

Chapter 36: The Cold War Begins, 1945–1952

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: America emerged from World War II as the world’s strongest economic power and commenced a postwar economic boom that lasted for two decades. A bulging population migrated to the suburbs and Sunbelt, leaving the cities increasingly to minorities and the poor.

Theme: The end of World War II left the United States and the Soviet Union as the two dominant world powers, and they soon became locked in a Cold War confrontation. The Cold War spread from Europe to become a global ideological conflict between democracy and communism. Among its effects were a nasty hot war in Korea and a domestic crusade against disloyalty.

SUMMARY

Widespread fears of a return to depression plagued the postwar years, but cheap energy, increased productivity, and programs like the GI Bill promoted rapid economic expansion lasting from 1950 to 1970. Affluence transformed American industry and society, and drew more women into the workforce.

Americans migrated to Southern and Western sunbelts, and left the poorer populations of northeastern cities for the growing suburbs. Families grew rapidly, as the baby boom population bulge lasted for decades.

Near the end of World War II, the controversial Yalta agreement left major issues undecided and roiled postwar relations with the Soviet Union. Combative President Truman battled the Soviets over Eastern Europe, Germany, and the Middle East.

The Truman Doctrine’s military aid began a crusade against international communism, while the Marshall Plan aided starving, communist-threatened Europe on it way to joining the NATO military alliance.

Cold War revelations of spying aroused fears of domestic communist subversion, culminating in McCarthy’s witch-hunts. Fear of communism abroad and social change at home generated national and local assaults on those perceived to be different. Cold War and civil rights issues fractured the Democrats three ways in 1948, but Truman’s gutsy campaign overcame divisions to win re-election.

Chinese Communists won a civil war against the Nationalists. North Korea invaded South Korea, and the Americans and Chinese joined the seesaw war, fighting to a bloody stalemate, while Truman fired McArthur for insubordination and threats to attack China.
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Chapter 37: The Eisenhower Era, 1952–1960

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The Eisenhower years were characterized by prosperity and moderate conservatism at home and by the tensions of the Cold War abroad. 

Theme: The 1950s witnessed a huge expansion of the middle class and the blossoming of a consumer culture. Crucial to the development of a new lifestyle of leisure and affluence was the rise of the new technology of television.

Theme: While Dwight Eisenhower and the majority of Americans held to a cautious, family-oriented perspective on domestic social questions, an emerging civil rights movement and the influence of television and popular music presented challenges to the spirit of national consensus.

SUMMARY

The new medium of television enhanced grandfatherly Ike’s popularity, and he soothed a country badly shaken by the Cold War and Korea. Eisenhower hesitated to go after Joseph McCarthy, whose demagogic bubble finally burst. Ike reacted cautiously to the early civil rights movement, but sent troops to Little Rock to enforce court orders. His domestic policies were moderately conservative, but left most New Deal agencies in place.

Despite Dulles’s tough talk, Eisenhower’s foreign policies were cautious. He aided Diem but avoided military involvement in Vietnam and pressed Britain, France, and Israel to resolve the Suez crisis. He refused to intervene in the Hungarian revolt and sought negotiations to thaw the frigid Cold War. Nikita Khrushchev proved difficult, as Sputnik, the Berlin Crisis, the U-2 incident, and Castro’s Cuban revolution all kept Cold War tensions high. Senator John Kennedy defeated Eisenhower’s vice president, Richard Nixon in a tight election by calling for the country to “get moving again” by more vigorously countering the Soviets.

American society grew ever more prosperous in the Eisenhower era, as science, technology, and the Cold War fueled burgeoning new industries like electronics and aviation. Women joined the movement into the increasingly white-collar workforce, and chafed at widespread restrictions they faced.

Consumer culture, now centered around television, fostering a new ethic of leisure, enjoyment, and more open sexuality in popular entertainment. Intellectuals and artists criticized an emphasis on private affluence rather than the public good. Jewish, black, and southern writers impact on American culture to a striking new degree.
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Chapter 38: The Stormy Sixties, 1960–1968

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The Kennedy administration’s flexible response doctrine to combat Third World communism bore ill fruit in Cuba and especially Vietnam. Johnson’s massive escalation of the war failed to defeat the Communist Vietnamese forces, while growing domestic opposition finally forced him from power.

Theme: The Kennedy administration’s domestic stalemate ended in the mid-1960s, as Johnson’s Great Society and the black civil rights movement brought a tide of liberal social reform. But the diversion of resources and the social upheavals caused by the Vietnam War wrecked the Great Society.

SUMMARY

Kennedy’s New Frontier, bogged down in congressional stalemate. Confrontations over Berlin and Russian missiles in Cuba created threats of the Cold War turning hot, while flexible response to Third World communism led to dangerous involvement in Vietnam and elsewhere.

Johnson succeeded Kennedy and soundly defeated Goldwater, and his huge congressional majorities passed a mass of liberal Great Society legislation. Blacks won integration and voting rights, but northern black ghettos erupted in violence amid calls for black power.

Johnson escalated military involvement in the Dominican Republic and Vietnam. Troop and casualty levels escalated without military success, causing dovish war protests to gain strength, and Johnson not to seek reelection. Deep Democratic divisions over the war allowed Nixon to win the White House.
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CHAPTER 39: The Stalemated Seventies, 1968–1980

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: As the war in Vietnam finally came to a disastrous conclusion, the United States struggled to create a more stable international climate. Détente with the two communist powers temporarily reduced Cold War tensions, but trouble in the Middle East threatened America’s energy supplies and economic stability.

Theme: Weakened by political difficulties of their own and others’ making, the administrations of the 1970s had trouble coping with America’s growing economic problems. The public also had trouble facing up to a sharp sense of limits and a general disillusionment with society. With the notable exception of the highly successful feminist movement, the social reform efforts of the 1960s fractured and stalled, as the country settled into a frustrating and politically divisive stalemate.

SUMMARY

Nixon’s Vietnamization policy reduced American ground participation, but his Cambodia invasion sparked massive war protests. Nixon established new relations with Communist Moscow and Beijing, while at home, he and the Supreme Court promoted affirmative action and environmental protection.

Nixon’s 1972 election victory and the cease-fire in Vietnam were negated by Watergate and protest of his secret bombing of Cambodia, which led Congress to pass the War Powers Act. The 1973 Middle East War and the Arab oil embargo triggered energy and economic difficulties throughout the decade. Americans began to realize the cost of their Middle Eastern oil dependency, and took tentative steps toward conservation and alternative energy sources.

Unelected Gerald Ford succeeded Nixon after Watergate forced him to resign. Communist North Vietnam conquered South Vietnam in 1975. The loss in Vietnam fueled both disillusionment and a new sense of limits on American power. The civil rights movement fractured, and divisive issues of busing and affirmative action enhanced racial tension. Feminism achieved widespread social breakthroughs, but failed to pass the Equal Rights Amendment.

Outsider Jimmy Carter campaigned against Washington and Watergate, but proved unable to master Congress or the economy once in office. The Camp David accords brokered peace between Egypt and Israel, but the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and Iranian revolution led to new energy troubles and Iranian hostage woes.
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CHAPTER 40: The Resurgence of Conservatism, 1980–1992

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: Leading a conservative movement to power in Washington, Ronald Reagan vigorously pursued new right economic and social policies. Under Reagan and his successor George Bush, these policies brought both economic growth and massive budget deficits that put severe constraints on the federal government.

Theme: Religion pervaded American politics in the 1980s; especially conspicuous was a coalition of conservative, evangelical Christians known as the religious right – led by Jerry Falwell, an evangelical from Virginia. An organization called the Moral Majority rose to oppose what they viewed as the moral deterioration of American values.

Theme: The 1980s saw a revival of Cold War confrontation, but the decade ended with the collapse of Communism, first in Eastern Europe and then in the Soviet Union itself. With the end of the Cold War and the US-led victory over Iraq in the Persian Gulf War, America remained the world’s only superpower. A series of relatively small military interventions in the Caribbean, Africa, and the Balkans raised questions about the proper use of American force in the underdeveloped world.

SUMMARY

Reagan led sweeping Republicans victories in 1980 and 1984 over divided, demoralized Democrats. Riding a conservative national tide, Reagan pushed both lower taxes of supply-side economics and new-right social policies opposing affirmative action, abortion, and drugs. Supply side brought economic recovery, less inflation, and record budget deficits that severely restricted big government.

The Supreme Court became increasingly conservative under Reagan and his successor, George Bush, while Clarence Thomas’s confirmation hearings highlighted issues of sexual harassment.

Reagan revived Cold War confrontations with the Soviet Union, and gave US military support for anti-leftist forces in Latin America and elsewhere. Increased military spending and Gorbachev’s attempts at reform unraveled Soviet and Eastern European Communism in 1989–1991. George Bush, President of the only remaining superpower, led an international coalition to victory in the Persian Gulf War, but the Middle East remained troubled despite new efforts to resolve the Israel-Arab conflict.
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CHAPTER 41: America Confronts the Post-Cold War Era, 1992–2004

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: Elected as the first baby-boom president, Bill Clinton tried to turn the Democratic Party in a more centrist direction. Ideological conflicts and sharp partisan battles in the 1990s were partly overshadowed by a booming economy, a balanced federal budget, and America’s search to define its role in the increasingly global economy and system of international relations.

Theme: The 2000 election, between Bush and Gore, and the subsequent events that followed it would deeply divide the nation and alienate the United States from traditional allies in the world community.

Theme: The reelection of George W. Bush to a second term in 2004 brought about additional issues and concerns across the country; most notably, the war in Iraq continued to plague America and its reputation around the world. Bush saw his reelection as a mandate to continue his conservative agenda and focused his second term on addressing issues such as attacking many of the New Deal programs, adding conservative elements to the Supreme Court, and standing up for his position on the War on Terror. 

SUMMARY

Dynamic baby-boomer Bill Clinton defeated George H W Bush in 1992, and pushed a centrist new Democrat reform agenda. Clinton’s stumbles over health care reform and foreign policy empowered conservative Republicans advocating a “contract with America,” who gained control of Congress in 1994 for the first time in fifty years. But over-reaching by Newt Gingrich led Republicans’ enabled a revived Clinton to win re-election in 1996.

In his second term, Clinton successfully claimed the political middle ground on issues like welfare reform, affirmative action, smoking, and gun control. Clinton created budget surpluses with the aid of a booming economy, which encouraged his efforts toward international free trade. American diplomatic and military involvements in Middle Eastern and Balkans conflicts had mixed results. Several scandals culminated in the Monica Lewinsky affair, leading to Clinton’s impeachment and acquittal in 1999.

Texas Governor George W Bush defeated Clinton’s vice president, Al Gore, in a disputed election in 2000 that was finally decided by the Supreme Court. The fourth elected president to lose the popular vote, George W. Bush promised to bring to Washington the conciliatory skills he had used as Texas’ Republican governor, where he had worked well with the Democratic legislative majority. Bush as president was more divider than uniter, focusing on social issues— abortion, banning same-sex marriages, embryonic stem cell research, and the environment—rather than addressing an increasing budget deficit. These polarizing policies divided American society.

On September 11, 2001 suicidal terrorists slammed two hijacked airliners into the twin towers of New York City’s World Trade Center. A third plane crashed into the Pentagon and heroic passengers forced down a fourth plane in rural Pennsylvania. Terrorist Osama bin Laden masterminded the World Trade Center attack, and Bush ordered a military campaign against Afghanistan when the Taliban refused to turn over bin Laden. Within three months, American and Afghani rebel forces had overthrown the Taliban but failed to find bin Laden.

Fear of future threats led officials to take controversial actions following September 11. At Bush’s urging, Congress passed the Patriot Act and created the Department of Homeland Security. The government rounded up and tried suspected terrorists in military tribunals (where the usual rules and procedures do not apply), and Bush ordered a controversial invasion and occupation of Iraq. Bush’s deception over reasons for the invasion, and incompetent prosecution of the occupation led voters to reject Republican leadership, as Democrats recaptured both houses of Congress in the 2006 mid-term elections.
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CHAPTER 42: The American People Face a New Century

CHAPTER THEMES

Theme: The United States underwent drastic economic and social change in the final decades of the twentieth century. The economic transformation from an industrial age to an information age produced new economic advances, as well as a rapidly increasing income gap between the wealthy and the poor. Changes in women’s roles, the family, and the arrival of new immigrant groups substantially altered the ways Americans live and work.

Theme: Despite the weaknesses of television and problems in US education, American culture, literature, and art remained the most dynamic and influential in the world. The new types of media, diversity of gender, ethnic, and racial voices contributed to the vital energy that made American democracy not simply a political system but an ever-changing source of fresh ideas and popular images.

SUMMARY

American culture and economy underwent dynamic changes in the 1980s and 1990s, from a heavy industrial age to one of computerized information and mass culture. Science and education drove new wealth, and growth the Internet fueled a new, global economy. Benefits of the new wealth were not equally shared, as educational gaps led to increasingly severe income and wealth inequality.

Women’s decades-long movement into the workforce provided increased opportunity, and altered both men’s and women’s roles in family life. Women’s concern for health and child care issues widened a persistent political gender gap between Democrats and Republicans in national elections. With fewer families and fewer children for native-born Americans, an aging population became a potent lobbying force.

New immigration, especially from Asia and Latin America, brought migrants seeking economic opportunity and liberties unavailable in their homelands. Hispanics, Asians, and Indians asserted their identity and pride, making areas like the American Southwest a bi-cultural zone.

Poverty was increasingly concentrated in inner cities ringed by affluent suburbs, and frustrated millions of Americans, including many minorities. African Americans made great strides in education, politics, and other areas, but the upwardly mobile drifted further from those left behind. Drugs and crime plagued America’s cities, but soaring crime rates of the 1980s turned downward in the 1990s, while many cities began to show signs of renewal.

Both high and pop culture remained dynamic and inventive. New voices of westerners, women, African Americans, Asians, and others became more influential and popular, injecting US society with variety, energy, and humor. The postwar abstract expressionist movement in New York City began a revolution of American visual arts and architecture and transformed the nature of urban life.

Born an international revolutionary force, America in the twentieth century became more conservative in a world swept by global change. Yet the powerful values of democracy challenged Americans to live up to their ideals as “the last, best hope on earth.”
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