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Robert McCloskey, 89; Wrote Children’s Classics

Bl SUNDAY, JULY 4, 2008 VN

By Mary ROUREE
Pimas S0y F Writer

Robert MeCloskey, the finst
children’s book author and -
lustrator to win two Caldecott
Medals, one of the highest hon-
ors given for children's litern-
l.um hasdied. He was 849,

who won the
pnami In INI for “Make Way
for Dueklings" and in 1857 for
*Time of Wonder,” died Mon-
day at home in Deer Isle,
Maine, He had been in falling
health for sorme time.

Of the eight books he wrote

u.ucktutnld In "Make Way for
Drackbmgs" is his best knovwn,

The idea came to him when
he was working as a muralist in
Boston in the late 15005 and
moticed a family of ducks wad-
dling along the city street. His
story 1= about how the
moves to the public garden and
takes up residenee at the pond.
To get a closer look at his sub-
Jects, MeCloskey bought four
mallards, let them loose in his
mpartment and put themin the
bathtub towatch them swim.

Tha book was officially ree-
ogrilzed by the city of Boston in
1587 when artist Maney Schoen
made & version of
MeCloskey's ducks for the pub-
Be garden amd dedicated the
work 1o him. By then, Boston's
annusl D Parade, in
which ehildren dress like their
favorite character from the
boal, was 7 yenrs old,

Former First Lady Barbara
Bush was instrumental in get-
ting the book transiated into
Russian in 1991, She presented
a replicn of the Boston bromae
to Raisa Clorbachev, wife of the
Russian president, to be In-
salled in & Moscow park,

MeCloskey discovered his
love for art when he took up
printmaking, engraving and
woodeutting in high school in
his hometown of Humilton,
©hin, In his senior year, he won
an art contest sponsored by
Seholastie, the magazine for
young studernts, His prize was
a scholarship to Boston's Ves-
per George School of Art in
1932,

“After that, T tackled every-
thing I could in drawing and
painting, thinking 1 might be-
come an (lusteator of ehil-
dren's books soma duy.” he

Asweimhnd Frees

ROKERT MCCLOSKEY
He was the first children's book author and illusirator io
win fwo Caldecol! Mednals, one of the highest honors given
Jor children’s Hieralure,

told the Bangor Daily News in
July 18986, I had nothoughts of
being o writer."

McCloskey
schonl in Boston and moved to
New York Cliy. where he en-
tered the Natlonal Ackdemy of
Design in 1936, He spant sam-
mers taking art classes in Prov-
Incetown, Mass, After gradu-
athor, he found jobs as a
muralist in Boston and o
home in Hamilton.

He worked steadily at his
puintings, but sold hardly angy.
Although he wis straggling fi-
nancially, he won the Prix de
Raome in 1938 to further his art
education in Ttaly. World War
1 interrupted his studies, and
MeCloskey served in the Armmy
from 1842 to 1845 He finally
wet £o Ttaly to study in 1948,

His artistic talent came asa

surprise to his parents, who
had expected him to be & musi-
cian, As a boy, he pliyed the
piano, harmmonics, oboe and
percussion  instruments.  He
thought about becoming an In-
ventor and bulll electronie
pudgets, including & turntable
for the family Christmas tree
and a cotton candy machine,

Both music and tnkering
fund their place in MoeClos-
key's books. Several charscters
In his early stories are based on
his Hife or the lives of other boys
hi knew.

“Lentil" (1340) and “Homer
Price™ (1843 feature young,
energetic boys, curious about
the warld around them. Lentil
plays the harmonies; Homer
Ioves gadgets. Reviewers com-
pared the characters to Tom
Spwyer. und remarked that

MeCloskey did the (iiustrations of Mrs, Mallard
and her boby ducks in "Make Way for Ducklings.”

‘Each of his books is a gem and
each accomplishes a different
soal, though they are alike in
their innocent, homey humor
and the best kind of patriotism.’

Anita Silvey, children's book expert

MeCloskey's  (lustrations  of
quaint, all-American home-
towns recalled the art of Nor-
mun Roelkwell.

MeCloskey's love of music
led to storles sprinkled with
words that imitate sounds —
the “clackety-BANG" of a
motorboat, for one. He onece
sald that the sound of blueber-
res dropping into & bucket,
“ker-PLUNK,” inspired “Blue-
berries for Sal® (1848). One of
his most popular books, It is
mbout & girl and her mother
who mest a bear and her cub
while they are picking berries.

MeCloskey also [lustrated
10 books: by other authors, in-
cluding “Journey Cake, Hol” by
Ruth Swwyer, who was the
maother of Margaret Durand, a
children's  Obraran  wham
MeCloskey married in 1040,

The couple had two chil-
dren, Barah and Jane, and over
the yenrs the fmily Uved in
several of the small towns
north of Mew York City but
spent summers in Malne, In
1848, MeCloskey bought Seotl
Island. off Deer Isle, Maine.

From then on, he found
minst of the subjects for his sto-
ries close to home, Readers got
Lo knoaw the MeCloskey daugh-
ters, (Sarah's nickname was
Bal) and the local sites —
Miing lobster boats, quaint
shops, the town gas station —
in stories such as “Blusberries
for 8al” “One Morning in
Maine” (1962) and “Time of
Wonder” (1057).

Bet in Maine, "Time of Won-
der” describes the beauty of
the area during summer and
how it is threatened when o

hurricane blows toward Pe-
nobseot Bay. MeCloskey was
awarded his second Caldecott
Medal for the work.

Afer his daughters wene
jgrown. along with several gen-
erations of children who were
raised on his storybooks, par-
ents continued to bring their
sons and da;
comer of Malne they first dis-
covered as children resding
MeCloskey's bonks.

He never considered him-
self an author. “T am primarily
an artist, incidentally a writer,”
he told the Bangor Daily News
in 1896,

In an sutobiographical
sketeh for the Junior Book of
Authors, MeCloskey said i
took him two or three years to
g0 from an idea to 4 book. He
did extenslve research and
made dozens of sketehes and
dmawings before he was ready
‘b put art and story togethar,

'I'llmughrml MeCloskey's

praised
his storles for thelr gentle hu-
mor, authentic detail and un-
fuilingly kind portrayal of chir-
acters. “Each of his books is &
gem and each sccomplishes &
different goal, though they are
alile in their innocent, homey
humor snd the best kind of
jpatriotism,” Anits Silvey wrote
in "Children’s Books amsd Thelr
Creators” (1985),

Many of MeCloskey's boolks
were adapted as films in the
19508 and ‘60z, Eeveral were ac-
companied by a Lescher's
guide. After MoCloskey gave
up illustrating and writing
about 1670, he contlnued to
win awards for his contribu-
ttioms to children's lterature. In
April 2000, he was named a Liv-
Ing Legerd by the Library of
Congress.

MeCloskey's wife died in
1990 and he became more and
more of a recluse, Tim Clark, &
fiun who was writing an article
ubout his kove for MeCloskey's
books for Yankee magazine in
18o6, phomed the artist “I
asked if life on the islands is
still as simpde and happy as it
was 50 years ego,” Clark re-
called. “He asked for a week to
think about it When I called
him bmek, he said he'd mther
not say.”

MeCloskey 18 survived by
his two daughters and two
randehildren.
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